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Palmer House Update


The CFA had a good response to their request for bids for the restoration of the Palmer Building.  Nine General Contractors answered the call and Cummins Construction Company came in with the lowest bid.  The lowest bid for Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning came from Superior Heat Co in Orchard Park, Plumbing from Circle Mechanical in Jamestown, and Electrical from Kel-Kur here in Cuba. The CFA voted to accept the services of these contractors and the Board of the Village of Cuba approved our choices.  These selections will take care of major renovations and keep us under budget.  Cummins Construction and CFA have not discussed a time line yet.   

Making It Happen
The CFA served a breakfast of  eggs, sausage, muffin and coffee or juice to participants at the Alpaca show to earn about $300.  Donations for parking amounted to $350 which was earmarked for the continued restoration of the Pennsylvania RR Freight House.
Cuba Friends of Architecture will have a booth at the upcoming Garlic Fest where they will sell garlic pretzels and bread sticks and Grrrlic Dog Biscuits.  Doors posters, some framed with wood from the opera house, Block Barn Banks, and Historic Calendars will also be available.
The raffle for a Party in a Wheelbarrow continues.  Tickets are now on sale at Movies & More, Econo Automotive and Jan’s Outdoor Store.  Tickets will also be available at the Garlic Fest and the wheelbarrow full of party foods will be awarded at the end of the festival.

Goings On In Cuba
Construction of Cuba’s 168 foot flag pole that will be a prominent feature in downtown Cuba was done on August 12 and the pole was set in place on August 13th.  Quite a site.  While it is hard to find right now without its flag, it can truly be seen from I86.  A full dedication is planned for September 11, 2009 when the flag will be raised.
Contributions are still needed for this project. To send a contribution or to purchase a paver stone, contact the Cuba Chamber of Commerce at 585-968-5654. The flag pole project “commemorates and celebrates the efforts of those who built our community”.
Architecture in Cuba

I was pleased to see that Freeman Auto Service at 9 South Street, in painting their building, not only kept the Cuba Ice Cream sign, but freshened the paint on that as well.

You will notice that there are actually four buildings that comprise the business of John  Freeman.

The building with the Ice Cream sign is Greek Revival with corner pilasters, made to look like classical columns.  George Micros purchased this building in 1921 where he would start his ice cream business.  Information I have says the building housed a laundry business. 


In 1926 the Cuba Ice Cream Company expanded into the building to the north. This structure is classical Italianate with its arched windows with decorative eyebrows.  The original 2 over 2 window panes are still intact.

By 1940 George’s son Anthony was involved in the business because George and Anthony ventured together in 1940 to buy the next two lots on the north. The first is Italianate with a projecting cornice along the roof line.  It appears the original arched window and door were replaced with the rectangular ones at some time. An outline of a second story porch is still visible on this building.  The second lot, at this time held Friendly’s Brick Store that sold Buffalo Robes.  Friendlys is listed in the Allegany County 1869 map. Cuba Ice Cream expanded into the first of these two buildings.

The memorable Cuba Ice Cream Company was owned by George and Anastasia Micros and family.  Their grandson George Micros, filled me in on the use of the three buildings or bays.  The section showing the Cuba Ice Cream sign held the office, with a smaller office behind that and a walk-in freezer behind that. The factory was in back. 

The section to the left of the office held two bays for trucks.  In the back were a compressor and a freezer. To the left of that was a garage for a third truck but deep enough for two vehicles.  A single story addition was added behind the three sections by George’s grandfather and father.  This addition can be seen from the back of the St. James.
The Micros’ lived above the first and second section in what George described as a very nice apartment with a living room, dining room and three bedrooms.  The family did have a house but Mr. Micros preferred to live above his business.  The second floor of the northern most section was an apartment that was sometimes rented or used by other family members.

There were two brands of Cuba Ice Cream.  The best, more creamy, was Premium Quality and the less expensive made with less cream was known as Town and Country.  George tells me that there was quite an assortment of flavors, probably about 20 varieties.
 In the book “Upstairs Over The Ice Cream” by Marianne Micros the poetry reads, “my grandfathers rich ice cream came out of a big machine and the men caught it in boxes they always called me when it was strawberry
and I would get up early to stick a big cup underneath the nozzle and fill it with fresh creamy stillsoft ice cream and stick my finger under for a last lick”.
Mmmm.  I think I’ll go buy an ice cream cone.

Besides being enjoyed locally, Cuba Ice Cream was served at the Castle and L’Alcove Restaurants in Olean and local schools bought Cuba Ice Cream.

Perry’s Ice Cream bought the business in the 1960s.


Current Owner, John Freeman tells me that the decayed freezers were removed but he has the original heavy freezer doors.  John has been running his Auto Service there since 1986.


And More
Over the years, the Opera House was the site of patriotic programs and a source of information during war years.  There are several names of war heroes still visible on the opera house walls.  Hopefully this graffiti will be preserved.
More from “Recollections of ….Helen Ackerly Setchel”.

“World War I.  I remember when a Stoddard film and travelogue on Germany was shown at the Opera House.  He asked that no demonstrations for or against Germany be held.  It was just after its invasion of Belgium, months before the U.S. thought it would ever be at war.  Then came the National Draft of eligible men in Cuba.  We waved goodbye to our men as they boarded the bus (train?) for Belmont on the first leg of their trip to war.  We waved at troop trains as they crossed the South Street culvert.  We made Red Cross dressings weekly at my home on East Main St. Mail and telegrams from our boys were shared in the papers.  It was a distressful time, as well as rationing”.
This from a 1917 Patriot.
PATRIOT MEETINGS
Cheers for the flag and the President at Cuba and other places.

Cuba, April 21 – About 1,000 people attended a patriotic meeting in the Keller opera house here tonight.  Cheers were given for the Stars and Stripes and for President Wilson.  President Charles F. Moulton of the Allegany County Farm bureau presided at the meeting.  The opening invocation was delivered by the Rev. Father D.J. White of Our Lady of Angels Catholic church and the closing prayer was offered by the Rev. E.A. Overton of the Methodist church. ……….Addresses were given by Harry E. Keller, a member of the home defense committee of Allegany county….There were also brief remarks by a representative of the Red Cross, explaining the purpose of that organization.

All the war veterans of Cuba and vicinity attended…

Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba. 
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































