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Palmer House Update

Demolition work has been completed on the façade of the Palmer Building and the foundation under the entryways has been reinforced.  For safety reasons, a barricade has been placed around the front in preparation for the major reconstruction work to begin in 2009.  Plans for construction to begin in December were foiled when several members of the CFA and Architectural firm had health problems.  Our schedule is now running about a month late.

Architectural Historians went over the opera house with a fine tooth comb to determine what historic discoveries should be rescued and those that were not necessary to save.  After removing bits of graffiti clad paint, older graffiti was found.  The removal of floor boards revealed outlines of the original and a more recent stage.  Being that we are getting grant funding from the NYS Dept. of Preservation, we need to restore the opera house to as close to its original setting but we may be able to take into consideration history from 1872 to 1937, preserving where possible, early 1900s graffiti.


The CFA plans to reconstruct the original stage.  The center of the Victorian stage façade was discovered to be added at a later date because it was attached with round nails.  The rest of the proscenium was held together with square nails. Architects hope to reconstruct the stage using the smaller of the discovered outlines, suspecting this to be the original. Other potential plans, as budget allows, include: a lobby in one bay, that will allow for museum space, with stairs and elevator leading to the opera house,  two bays for commercial purposes, a second story on back addition and public restrooms.  Most importantly, and first to be considered is a drainage system in the basement.


A survey will be done on the property in the near future.

  Fund Raising

The Friends of Architecture will have a booth at the Garlic Fest held at Empire City Farms, September 13-14.  The 2009 Historic Calendar will be on sale, as well as, other Cuba related items.  $1.00 will get you a bag of Garlic Pretzels or some Garlic Dog Biscuits for your friend waiting at home.  A Block Barn bank will be raffled.
An Architectural walking tour of South Street was very successful and Jon Chisholm will conduct it again during the Garlic Festival.  Tickets at $3.00 each will be available at the Friends of Architecture garlic booth.
To order the 2009 Historic Calendars by mail, send $13.00 for each calendar, to cover calendar and postage, to Cuba Historical Society, PO Box 200, Cuba.
Architecture in Cuba

Cuba is blessed with seven churches.  Five are in the Victorian Gothic style popular in the middle and late 19th century. Some Gothic details include pointed window arches, towers and spires, expansive area of windows, and steep pitched roofs.  The structure appears to reach toward heaven, inviting onlookers to contemplate “The Great Glory of God”.  

The Christ Episcopal and Our Lady of the Angels Catholic churches are classic Gothic Revival in design.
Note the tall, pointed windows, the steep pitched roofs and clusters of windows.    


The Christ Episcopal Church was built in 1871 after a fire destroyed the original chapel that had been built in 1856.  You need to go inside to get the best view of the triple grouped front window.  Lisa Robinson, daughter of parishioner Nancy Robinson, painted the Stations of the Cross that line the walls.  When looking at the architecture of any building, you should check the window and door hardware.  Notice the gothic style handle on the door when you enter.


Our Lady of the Angels parishioners met in a building on Genesee Street until they built their church on Cherry Street.  This church, built in 1883, was also classic Gothic with tall pointed windows and a high bell tower.  The concrete steps leading to the church can still be found in the weeds along the road.  The current OLA church was built in 1926.  The house on the corner of South Street where the church stands was moved to East Main Street across from OLA Cemetery.  The churches beautiful triple grouped window is above the choir loft and can be seen in its entire splendor at night.

The United Methodist and the Presbyterian churches are Gothic in style in that they give the illusion of reaching to the sky but other designs have been incorporated.  The windows are rounded and there is decorative brick work under the eaves.  These elements suggest an Italianate style but the Methodist Church has wide Greek Revival type cornices and the decorative pinnacles on the Presbyterian Church are Romanesque. 

The United Methodists built their first church in 1850 and a larger one in 1896 on the corner of Spring and Chapel Streets.  It burned in 1918 and for a time, members met in other churches and the Keller Opera House (our Palmer opera house).  In 1870 the congregation purchased the Universalist Church on the corner of Main and Green.  This was remodeled to resemble the old church that burned.  I believe I read that the pews are original, saved from the burned church.  There is a beautiful window of The Good Shepherd on the front of the building.  

The First Baptist Church with its ribboned (four in a row) windows in the front of the building and the pinnacled towers are Romanesque characteristics.

The congregation met in a small building on Jackson Hill for a time but disbanded and joined a Friendship Church.  Because of that, in 1834, members met to establish the Second Baptist Church.  The Church was built in 1838 and in 1892 the members voted to change the name to the First Baptist Church of Cuba.


How many “Christian Doors” (I’m not sure if this is the correct name) can you find on our churches?  These doors have a crucifix on the upper section and an open bible on the bottom.

Memorials

In Memory of Rodger Swift from a friend.

Getting Involved


More on Cuba’s Movie Theater.  Delores Curry sent information on her Grandparents, Ida and Wesley Gross. Wesley, a true entrepreneur, built a new building on Main Street for his very successful meat business and decided to build the first theater in Cuba next door.  A building next to the new building had burned and there, Wesley opened The Peerless Motion Picture Theater on August 21, 1914.  Wesley occasionally billed a vaudeville show and sometimes used local talent.

Ida Gross worked at the St. James.

We all know how hard our fire department works and thank them for all they do.  

Fires were common in the early days of wooden buildings with fire a main source of heating and lighting. Pat Drake found this story.  On February 13, 1882 there was a report of a fire on West Main Street in H. Friendly’s building.  The blame for this fire was put on the Fire Warden.


Friendly Block Scorched.  …Fire originated in a defective stove…A large hole was burned in the carpet and through the floor. From this point the fire crept along between the ceiling and floor until it bursted (sic) out in the rear of the building.

..Where is our Fire Warden?  Have we one, or have we not?  It is the business of the fire warden to make an examination of every building in the village corporation.  A stove-pipe running through a roof is positively prohibited as is also the operation of a defective stove, and had the fire warden, whoever he may be, performed his duty, (the) fire would probably have been prevented.

Mayor, Tom Taylor spent a lot of time at the Historical Society photographing 1889 – 1937 newspaper articles on the Palmer/Keller Opera House.  There is a wealth of information on disc.  Thank you Tom.  (Wonder if anyone would like a copy).   

Mary Nease, Historical Society Museum Curator, found an article on a Winter Fair held in the opera house.  This particular one featured Mind Reader Jane Conrath, who was an English teacher.  She regaled the audience, including some of her students, by identifying objects picked from the audience.  Turned out she had someone in the projection booth with binoculars and once the article was identified the information was relayed to Jane through earphones.
We can use your help.  Here is a list of things we need.
Do you have photographs of the opera house from plays, graduations, ball games?  Do you have stories to tell?  The CFA needs information to help with reconstruction of the site.

We’ve been trying to get possession of the old ticket booth that is over the Rite Aid Drug Store but our pleas have been ignored.  Does anyone have any contacts with the owner of that building who might help us?
What can you tell me about Barnes Court?  Barnes had a Carriage House on West Main.  What buildings did it comprise?
  Is there a CPA out there that could donate time to audit the books of CFA?  We need an audit before grant funds are released.

Also needed are volunteers who will help clean out debris from the opera house so we don’t have to pay $100/hr to construction company workers for that unskilled work.

Special thanks to all sponsors and patrons who contributed to the 2009 Hx Calendar.
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Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































