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Palmer Opera House Update

Have you seen the new door in the opera house the second floor addition?  It is an overhead door that will rise out of the way to allow large items like scenery, museum pieces or other playhouse parts to be lifted up into the room.


More framing work has been done on the bathrooms and more dry wall has been nailed up.  We have a stairway to the basement as well as lights and some lighting in the playhouse. We have had a problem with moisture in the basement but the floor is now covered with heavy duty plastic and two layers of gravel.  The difference in the temperature is noticeable.


These things you can’t see from the outside of the building but are more important than any façade work.  However, you may have noticed workers at the front of the building getting ready for the installation of the windows. The original Palmer Opera House had decorative grills under the front windows.  Some of those grates have been found and will be cleaned up by Ken Horton and reused.  Front doors are due any day and Barry Cummins is constructing 19th century style windows.


Work has begun on the playhouse stage.  The height of the stage has caused some curiosity but it appears the platforms were higher in that period.

We can thank a team of Alfred students for much of this work.  They have been working like bees helping with everything from clean up to framing to preparing the front of the building for the windows.  Entering the building, you are met with hammering, sawing, clattering and what sounds like general mayhem.  It is marvelous.  It is music to my ear.
It was also a great day when members of the Wesleyan Church converged on the opera house and removed hundreds of square nails from the second story floor.  When the top ruined floorboards were removed, the old nails were left, sticking up to step on or trip over.  A temporary fix just bended them over until someone had time to get them out.  It looked like an enormous and time consuming job. The church volunteers swooped down on the playhouse one day and swooped out in 45 minutes leaving pounds of nails behind in garbage cans.  Couldn’t believe my eyes. 
Bids for the heating system will be opened soon and hopefully that work will be done by the first of November to welcome prospective tenants. 


An agreement has been reached between the CFA and the Cuba Cheese Museum for the museum to display their artifacts in the opera house.  While the second story of the building will still be used as a playhouse, there is plenty of room for displays around its borders. The Cheese Museum will need to vacate their present premises by November 1st  and will use CFA’s Pennsy Depot at the Block Barn for storage until arrangements are made for exhibits.


Negotiations with the Chamber of Commerce to use the east bay of the first floor of the Palmer building are also in progress.  The sticking point is determining the cost of utilities.  This will be a completely up-to-date building and it is difficult to compare to old building expenses.

The Chamber is expected to move in by the first of November.


We have also received interest in renting other space in the commercial section.    
Goings On In Cuba
More on the mural on Genesee Street behind the Roadrunner.  Did you recognize Hugh Lockwood, the only real person portrayed in the painting?  Painted in by Eric Jones, Earl’s image was drawn in recognition of Mr. Lockwood’s devotion to Cuba.  He was often seen picking up rubbish and disposing of it properly.  Earl was a respected US Army Veteran.  You’ll find him crossing South Street.

And Heh!  There’s Super-man hovering about the roadrunner.

Now you see it, now you don’t.  The new gazebo is in place.  One day the old one was there and the next it disappeared.  The new gazebo with its roof top cupola was installed within a few days and is especially attractive at night when the lights are on.
The roof of the old gazebo will be used on a new shelter at the entrance to the Genesee Valley Trail on Bull Street.  

Sadly, the St. James rubble is still there but don’t be surprised if you see activity there soon.  The site has been sold.
Just received word that construction on a concrete boat launch at Cuba Lake Inlet will begin soon.  That will enhance our Bass Tournament activities.
I also received news that repairs will be made to the failing buttresses on the Episcopal Christ Church.  Bids and ideas were sought from Masonry experts and work should begin soon to restore the brickwork.

Architecture in Cuba
Let’s travel out of the village a bit.  Cuba Lake is important to Cuba so it is most fitting to explore the history of architecture on its shores.
As everyone knows Cuba Lake was built to serve the Genesee Valley Canal that connected the Southern tier to the Erie Canal.  It was built around 1856.  
Bob Frazer’s cottage at #64 Cuba Lake is one of the oldest buildings on the lake.  It is recorded as being built around 1910 and has had only a few improvements over the years.

The cottage appears to be National Folk, being built after the advent of the railroad when finished lumber was easily transported from large mills.  The porch and the skirting under it appear more Craftesman like with the exposed rafters in the roof and decorative skirting. 
Now let’s have some fun.

In 1882 the Cuba Tempe-

rance Camp-Meeting Association was formed and its headquarters was about one mile south of the village of Cuba where the Block Barn now stands.  Buildings, including an auditorium were built on the site where abstinence encouraging programs were scheduled until sometime after 1896. 

“The Great Flood” in Johnstown, Pennsylvania caused by the failure of a large dam and killing over 2200 people happened in 1889.  

Cuba Village residents fearing that the same thing could happen in Cuba urged the elected bigwigs to do something about the dam holding back Cuba’s Lake waters.  The Genesee Valley Canal was abandoned in 1878 and water was no longer needed to serve the canal.  The lake was lowered and that opened the lake shores to development.


Bear with me here.


William Simpson purchased property to build his concrete barn (what we know as the block barn) in 1909. 


It is storied that some of the houses at the Temperance Camp were moved to the lake to use for cottages.  Was Frazier’s cottage moved from those grounds?  It is recorded as being built in 1910 but the porch, in a different architectural style is an improvement in 1910.  I’m led to believe that the cottage was moved to the lake in 1910 when the porch was added and when William Simpson was in the process of building his barn and needed more room.

Bob Frazier did not know anything of the building’s history except that he received it from his mother who was a McVey.  He would like to see this structure placed on the National Historic Register.

There are no land deeds at the lake.  Currently, land is leased from the state but I cannot say that was the way it was handled at the turn of the 20th century.  Locally, there is no information on that.   I am, with the help of Senator Catherine Young, trying to find a site at the NY State level to research leased land at the lake.  Does anyone have any ideas?
Making It Happen

Finally, the Bass Tournament was held on September 24th and reports were that it was a lot of fun.  We will try this again next year.

Coming up is the Wizard Trick Hoops and Alley Oops basketball event.  Local teachers will take on the Harlem Wizards November 10th at the Cuba/Rushford Middle-High School at 7:00.  Presale tickets are $10.00 General Admission and $8.00 Students.  At the door the tickets are $12.00 and $10.00.  Order your tickets now at www.harlemwizards.com or call 585-968-2812.


CFA Texas Hot Day with Chinese Auction and sale of Texas Hots was fun.  Tony Ratzel, CRCS student played sidewalk chess with interested passers-by.  We will do this again and hope to introduce more activities next year.

A new elevator will cost about $42,000.  What to do.  What to do.  We are squeezing our expenses as close as we can and will look for a grant but even then we’ll need $21,000.  Would you like to contribute an elevator?

Memorials

Memorial donations were made in honor of Dorothy Stadler  by Steve and Karen Linderman and for Mark Bradly by Steve and Karen.
Velma Guild sent a contribution in memory of Howard Leon Guild.  “Howard was a 1941 graduate of Cuba Central School.  He traveled with a circus owned by Carl & Ruth Ferris.”  Some might remember him when “he operated the Merry-Go-Round that used to be located at Cuba Lake.  Howard worked for Niagara Mohawk and moved from Cuba to Wellsville to be foreman at that district.  He died March 2, 2003.”
And More


In response to a past Newsletter article, I found out that Calvin Otis, the architect of the Christ church is buried in Cuba. 


Bob Frazier remembers when the Cuba Lake Pavilion  was situated around what are now cottage numbers 73-74, currently Johnston, Sherwin and Bradley properties.  Most of us know the Olive Crest site at 336-337, now Witherell and McGarvey owners.  The Merry-Go-Round building is still there.

Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba. 
Cuba Friends of Architecture


Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.














