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Palmer House Update


We still need an OK from the NY State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Grant Administrator before we can proceed with work on the Palmer House storefront.  She is out of her office and we haven’t been able to reach her.  We have the required three quotes for restoring the front window area and should be able to receive $15000 toward this as soon as we receive approval from the administrator.

We are seeking a more practical source for financing for the 500,000 grant. We had planned on working with our contractor but would like to get a Revenue Anticipation Loan instead.  Since our grant comes through the village, we want to be sure the village has no expenses.  Hang in there, it will come.  It looks from the outside that nothing is being done but rest assured the committee is constantly working to get all the pieces together.

We had several clean up days and volunteers removed rubbish from the basement of the opera house.  The old counters were stored for future use.  Bottles and signs were saved as well as some of the glass that was used to divide countertops into sections for assorted merchandise. Does anyone know any use for those panels of glass?

What looks like the old curtain runner from the opera house was salvaged although it is rusted and probably not usable.


One interesting thing that was found was a dozen bottles of insecticide that contained DDT. We need to find the proper way to dispose of them.


There will be more work days to clear out the rest of the rubbish. 


  Fund Raising

Raffles and sales at the Garlic Fest brought in over $500.  “A little bit here, a little bit there.”

The Historic Cuba/Cuba Lake 2008 Calendars are selling well.  This project benefits the Cuba Historical Society and the CFA.  It’s a great gift for Christmas.  To order one send, with your name and address, $10.00 per calendar + $3.00 postage for each calendar ordered to CFA at the above address.  Make the check payable to CFA.


The calendars are full of Cuba and Cuba Lake Photographs and history.  There are photos of the two women who worked at the Kinney Hotel who were lost in the Titanic, of Theodore Roosevelt at the Erie Station, of the McKinney Stallion and more.

Debby Carlson, owner of Hy-Haven Farm Alpacas wants to show her support for the CFA by donating 10% of her sales of Alpaca products sold between now and Christmas to the CFA.  You can get beautiful Alpaca sweaters, scarves, etc and help the CFA at the same time by calling Debby at 716-968-1590.
Village of Cuba Strategic Plan

A petition requesting that the Cuba Post Office be relocated to Cuba’s downtown area received over 500 signatures.  Owner of Haskins Auto is very much interested in providing a building for the post office and plans to send his proposal with the petition to the “post office powers that be” in Albany.


Of interest is a rumor that another businessman is interested in bringing the PO back to its original 28 West Main St. site. 
Architecture in Cuba

During the past few weeks, the CFA has been involved in saving the old Victorian Railroad Depot that once stood along the track that crossed Route 305 near Water Street.  It was built in the 1880s and was part of the Genesee Valley Canal RR.  At one time the Buffalo Western New York owned it and then it became part of the Pennsylvania RR.  It was closed down in the 1950s and then used for storage.  Rinker Oil Company, who purchased the property in 2001is in the process of renovating and expanding the gas station and needed to demolish or move the depot.  The CFA had no funds to have it professionally moved so one of the CFA Directors, Mike Doyle, got permission from Rinkers to have some Amish workers dismantle the building.  Its parts have been moved to the Block Barn on South Street.  Bonnie Blair, owner of the historic barn has offered a site north of the barn, near the railroad for the reconstruction of the depot.  

The foundation is being laid as I write (Oct. 25, 2007) and the Amish workers will be asked to rebuild the station within a few weeks.  Local residents have volunteered time and funds to save the depot and volunteers will be needed again to sort boards and remove nails.  To volunteer call, Mike Doyle at 585-307-8402. More funds are needed.  If you would like to donate, send your donation to CFA Depot Fund, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727.  

Rinker Oil Company had one of the first gas stations in Cuba.  The early gas stations, not only sold gas, automobile supplies and service, but had a mechanic’s bay where auto repairs, engine tune ups, and other services were performed.

Having a full time mechanic is not profitable these days as cars have become more computerized and require more sophisticated equipment for repairs.  Owners generally follow through with their car dealer.


Two original gas station buildings still stand on Main Street in Cuba.  One is used by Jasper’s Auto Service at 53 W. Main and the other is Four Season’s Auto Body at 33 E. Main.

It appears that the original gas station now used by Jaspers, was built by Charles Hedges sometime before 1935.  When sold to a Frank Stryker in August of 1935, the deed stated, “intending also to convey…all gasoline tanks, pumps, oil racks and all personal property used for a gasoline filling station business.”  In 1964 the Quaker State Oil Refining Corp bought the station and Shorts Oil Co. ran it after 1983.  The gas station closed sometime in the 1980s and Jaspers Auto Service opened there in 1989.

Four Season’s Auto Body, owned by Ken Horton, was built by Standard Oil in 1926.  Standard changed their name to Socony; the business was eventually sold to Gerald Finlan Oil Co and then to CJ Winchip.  Ken Horton purchased the building and started his business in 1992.

These two buildings have space for the original office and a mechanic’s garage.  This style of service station is no longer in style but our two classic buildings are a reminder of Americana at its best.

Remember the “ding” from driving over the rubber hose that alerts the attendant?  Remember the quick response?  Attendants took pride in coming to your assistance quickly.  “Fill ‘er up” got you a tank of gas at 16 cents a gallon, your windshield washed, oil checked and air in your tires.  And sometimes, you’d even get a free glass to add to your collection.   

Getting Involved


I mentioned in the last Newsletter that I found out that the Candy Kitchen was supposed to be Kandy Kitchen.  Oops! Marianne Micros tells me that she remembers the Candy Kitchen as only spelled with a C.  Kuba Kandy Kitchen must have been an advertising gimmick

I received from Kay Lee Bradley, an interesting flyer advertising a Public Session of the Nestorian Society at Palmer Hall.  There was a discussion, “Are Capital Punishments Justifiable?”  Presenting the affirmative were Frank Sibley and Charles Shepard, the negative was given by George Hopper and George Loveridge.  I, personally, would like to have heard the recitation of “The Drunkard in Hell.”

Fred Swift graffiti identified.  Barbara Swift Spalma wrote about her father.  Fred “attended Cuba School on Medbury Hts and graduated in 1929.  After graduation, he worked in Duke Center oil fields till 1932.  He married Frances Voorhees (from Friendship) in 1932.  At that time he became an oil well contractor and lived in Pa. till they moved back to Cuba.  They lived on Setchel Hill from 1937-1942.”  In 1945 Fred switched to drilling water wells and was a member of the Cuba Town Board.  He retired in 1970, moved to Florida where he and his wife lived until 1999.  Mr. Swift died in 1999 at the age of 87 years.

I also received information from Anonymous who talked about Razzy (Wayne Rassmusan).  He was a great athlete and made all state forward in basketball.  He thought Dick Howard, another excellent athlete in all sports, made all state guard at the same time.  


Information I have tells me that Dick Howard was a paratrooper in World War II.  A newspaper clipping found at the Cuba Historical Society, dated July 6, 1944, states: WWII Stf. Sgt. Richard Howard was known as the first Cuba boy to be killed in action overseas.  Killed in action Feb. 11, 1944.  Acme Electric and Manufacturing Co. set aside a day as “Dick Howard Day.”


Cuba Nursing Home news.  Roseanne Kratts worked at the Cuba Nursing Home on West Main Street as an LPN on the 3-11 shift.  She was there when the home closed.  She tells of the problems trying to find other homes for the residents when the state decided the Nursing Home was not safe.  There was only one inner stair way and problems with the fire escape.


Roseanne remembers packing up belongings of the residents to get them ready for a move to another site, only to hear for one reason or another that the trip was cancelled.  Next day, she had to unpack.  This happened several times while new places were found for the patients.


Thank you everyone for your letters and information.


Send letters or donations to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727. 
 The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































