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Cuba Friends of Architecture

Palmer House Update


CFA has received an Historic Survey Grant from the Preservation League of NY and the NYS Council on the Arts in the amount of $8,800. Architects have inspected the building and will send a report that will include recommendations for repairs and give cost estimates for recommended work.

CFA has also been notified that they will receive a Member’s Item Grant form Catharine Young for $20,000.  This will be enough to start work on the floor.


NY project, Restore American Communities, offered a grant to municipalities for restoration projects.  CFA requested the Village of Cuba to sponsor a complete Palmer Building restoration project and the village passed the required resolution.  CFA took all responsibility for the grant application and sent a request for $733,000.  This would allow complete restoration of the structure to bring the Palmer Building back into use.


The Bistro Restaurant has shown an interest in renting a portion of the Palmer Building for a Banquet Room and the CFA is anxious to start restoring the west bay.
Fund Raising

The winner of the raffled O’Grady print was Don Beaver of Cuba.  The Garlic Fest was a big success.  CFA raised about $450.


The second Quilt Show date is set for April 28th at the Cuba Grange.


Cemetery Tour ran October 14th was successful up to the snow fall.  It was to run from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM but it was cold and wet and the decision was made to cancel after 1:00 PM.  Calvin Chamberlain (Steve Kratts), Russell Smith (Robert Riggs), Catherine McCarthy (Jillian Maxson) and Almira McKee (Janet Rinket) came out to greet visitors.  Tour included identification of symbols on headstones and some local history.  Positive comments prompt another attempt at a tour during better weather.


Remember to shop Cuba first for Christmas.  “Cuba Then…and Now” DVDs, Block Barn Banks and curios, Palmer House note cards and bird houses are available from PB Jewelers.  All proceeds to benefit the CFA.

Village of Cuba Strategic Plan


A Public Hearing was held on September 25th in the Cuba Elementary School to inform the public of a proposed Strategic Plan for the restoration and revitalization of downtown Cuba and to give residents the opportunity to comment or make suggestions.  The planning committee will meet October 23rd to go over the plan before the final report is sent to the village.

Architecture in Cuba


The Palmer House is a brick Italianate with cast iron pilasters manufactured by McEwen Bros. of Wellsville, NY.  The Pilasters, separating each display window have capitals with acanthus leaves.  Above each capital is a modillion with lion’s heads.  The building is crowned with a corbelled cornice.  While the building stands three stories tall, there are actually only two stories.  The opera house is housed on the second floor.  The main floor is divided into three units, each with wooden ceilings and floors.


The Original Joseph Palmer block  included all the buildings between what is now the Bistro and the building on the corner of South and Main.  The section with the opera house was known as the Palmer Opera House until Joe Palmer lost it in a poker game to Harry Keller.  Thus the change of the name to the Keller Opera House.


Some businesses once housed in the Palmer Building include Wheeler’s grocery, dry goods and clothing store in  1884, John T. Robinson’s clothing and shoe store in 1904 and in recent memory, Carpenter’s Stores,  The Country Heart and Gloria Fries Gift and Antiques.  Gloria donated the building to Arts West Studios when the roof collapsed and Arts West Studios turned it over to Cuba Friends of Architecture in 2005.

Memorials
Eddie & Katherine Kline


from a friend

Walter & Louise Sibley


from Community Chest

John Warren


from Steve & Karen



Linderman

Getting Involved


.Mike Doyle, with assistance from his wife, Connie, wrote the Restore American Communities Grant for us.  While examining the graffiti in the opera house they recognized several names.  Connie found her father’s name “John G (Gifford) ‘37” and his friend’s name, Curt Searl.  She pointed out the nickname “BARD” who was Barbara Learn, mother of Brien Learn, current owner of Barbara’s Flowers.  Mike and Connie found a faded “Sweet Heart Town” and guessed it to be the name of a play.  Does anyone recall it?

Some other names uncovered in the opera house include. Wm. McCaffery “35”, Leon Bennett, Laurence Armstrong, Good Old Nelson, Clara L., William H. #20, “Scoopy”, Fish (35), Clifton Childs, and Kay Utter.  Initials found include A.E.+M.McG., F.E. + S.G., D.W. + C.H., J.S., C.D.E. and “J.L.R. Sat. Mar. 26, 1904”.  Recognize anyone?


J. and L. were the scorers for Cuba’s basketball games in 1924-25 and it is noted that Cuba was victorious over Belmont 53-5, Belfast 43-19, 
Bolivar 52-7, the alumni 32-27 and Friendship 26-16.


Still looking for stories about the Kinney Hotel.


Barbara Strawbridge tells me that several generations of her family owned it.  Her Grandparents Shine and Mid Seeley bought it from her Great Grandfather Jim Morris.  Barb lived with her family in an apartment on the second floor for a short time.  She said there were four floors, the second being apartments with rooms to let on the third and fourth.  She remembers tiles in the floor that went out to the barn.  Brian Learn also remembers tiles on the floor at the entrance to the hotel that spelled “Kinney”.  She was able to get a few of those tiles at the auction held at the demise of the hotel and still has them.


Barbara and Brien are cousins, daughters  of Seeley sisters.  Brien lived there in the back apartment for about a year and then moved with her family into house where her mother started her flower shop and where Brien still lives.


Brien tells of the time when money was short and the floor in the Kinney apartment needed smartened up.  Her mother painted a black and white tile-like design on it.  This was about 1904.  When Brien checked out the apartment during the auction, the black and white “tiles” were still there, 30 some years later.


Apparently, the Kinney Hotel was a great place for Hide and Seek.  Both Barbara and Brien remember playing all over the building.  Brien said that she 
was told “not to go on the third floor or the roof”.  She confesses, “That was just an invitation to do just that.  We would look for pigeon nests on the roof or scare the pigeons away until someone went to the shop and told Mom where were.”


Brien reminisced about the “fabulous lobby”.  “There was a wooden telephone booth in the lobby with wood that was just beautiful.”


Jean Higby waited on tables in the Kinney House.  Faye Terwilliger learned how to bowl there and Kay Lee Bradley enjoyed fish dinners for $1.00. Kay Lee said, “Jim Hitchcock’s mother made the best pies” for the Kinney.

It is a shame this wonderful building is gone.  Let’s not let it happen to other historic buildings in Cuba.
