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Palmer House Update

Mike Meyers, Architect from Flynn Battaglia was in Cuba on March 20th with engineers who spent most of the day examining the opera house to see how the proposed plans will be implemented.  Assessments were made on structural conditions, plumbing and electrical plans and saving graffiti.  Samples were taken to test for asbestos. 

When the building was renovated after a fire in 1875, a second floor was put on over the original floor in the opera house.  It was determined that that second floor could be removed and the original floor could be refurbished.  After volunteers, Leslie and Jeremy Kamec removed the top flooring, bruises, dents and nail holes were exposed on the original floor.  If it is still feasible to restore that floor, it will be interesting to see how it cleans up.

Shelving in the old Wheeler’s ladies store had to be removed because of its poor condition but shelves in the west bay 5 & 10 cent store were saved.


President Michael Doyle compiled a “Storefront History Report” that met grant requirements for façade work.  It had to be sent to NY Office of Preservation along with copies of paid invoices for work done on removing windows in order to get a final $5,000 grant payment.  Copies have been given to the Cuba Library and the Cuba Historical Society.  Check this interesting report; you’ll find history of the Palmer House and the village as it related to the building, photographs and a great story about a Mindreader who appeared in Keller Hall.


….she sat blindfolded, center stage at the Opera House.  Walking up and down the aisles was George Bartholomew, “What do I have in my hand”, he says, with his back to the stage, holding up an object taken from a member of the audience.  From the stage the Mindreader says, “It is round and not very big, about the size of a watch – yes, I think it is a watch”………..How does she do it?

Who was it?

  Fund Raising
Remember the Fourth Annual Quilt Show and Chinese Auction held May 2-3, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at VFW Post 2721, in Cuba.  Entrance to the Quilt Show is $3.00.
Tickets are available for “Mark Twain Live” a performance by Mike Randall WKBW-TV, Channel 7  Meteorologist at Kester’s Flower Boutique and Cuba Clock Shoppe.

This outstanding program is coming to Cuba May 16 at 7:00 PM at the Elementary School.  You may also order tickets by sending payment with your request for tickets to the CFA.  Call 585-968-2812 or 585-968-1244 for more information. Adult tickets are $20.00 or $18.00 presale and Student and Senior tickets are $15.00. 
Framed “Doors of Cuba” posters are available for $20.00.  Frames were made from material from the opera house. 
The CFA is hoping to work with the students of Chris Cappelletti, Cuba/Rushford Middle High School, to make a DVD of the current businesses in Cuba.  The idea is to get a snap-shot of what Cuba is like in 2009.  Businesses come and go and we all have a faint memory of those in business years past.  This DVD, “Portrait of a Small Town”, will be an attempt to recognize those who are serving the residents of the town of Cuba in 2009 and to give them a well deserved place in history. There is no charge to the businesses.  Anyone who wants to participate need only call CFA.

Village of Cuba Plans

The Village of Cuba and The Town of Cuba are working together to find ways to improve our community.  They have received a grant through the Appalachian Region Commission (ARC) for a consultant who will work with a committee of town and village representatives.  Mayor Tom Taylor reports that a Steering Committee has been formed and Bill Reemtsen, consultant from Stuart Brown Associates has been hired to lead it.  Bill has been a consultant for several Cuba projects and is also  Restore NY Grant Administrator for the opera house project.  


The Village of Cuba was awarded a grant sponsored by the NY Department of Transportation for the development of projects relating to transportation.  This fell right into the needs of Cuba.  The village needed funds to replace a bridge on Prospect Street and this was an opportunity to help get the Green Way Trail extended into Cuba.

The Green Way follows the Genesee Valley Canal route from Rochester to Olean.  A recreation trail is planned to connect Rochester to this area and much of it has been completed at the northern end.  Bridges will be needed to connect the Belfast and Cuba trails but, with the DOT grant, Cuba can begin to develop a recreation site that will eventually be part of the greater trail.


Cuba’s trail will have a spur to the Block Barn where the relocated, rebuilt Pennsylvania Freight House now stands. Funds will be available for trail development, sidewalks, a new bridge and completion of the Pennsy Depot. Signs will tell the story of the canal, the block barn and the railroad. This tie-in to all early forms of transportation appealed to the grant decision makers.  

Just watch our smoke.  Cuba will see a busy summer as work on the opera house and the Green Way get into full swing.  The Chamber of Commerce is also planning events to complete their Flag Pole project of installing a 150 foot flag pole in downtown Cuba.  
The ARC grant, as well as, the Preservation League and Restore NY grants for the opera house and the Department of Transportation Grant for the Green Way have all been written by CFA President and Village Board Member Michael Doyle.  Michael is also responsible for a DEC grant that enabled the village to plant over 30 trees in Willow Bank Park and other sites in Cuba.
Architecture in Cuba

Banking in Cuba.  There were no banks in our area until the 1850s when banks were first founded in Cattaraugus and Allegany counties.  The first bank in Cuba established in 1852 was a branch of the Monroe Bank of Rochester.  The building at 17 West Main Street in Cuba was built in 1862 where the Cuba Bank was organized as a state bank and in 1865 joined the U.S. banking system as the Cuba National Bank with Calvin Chamberlain as president.  In 1912 Cuba National Bank had resources in the amount of $800,000.00.   

Do you have any old cancelled checks from the Cuba National?  Check scripophily.com and there is a cancelled check from Cuba National Bank issued in 1909 for sale.  The “normal price” for this collectible is stated as $29.95 but the seller is asking $19.95.


This building, remodeled in 1920, is in the neoclassical style which is based on Roman architecture.  Neoclassical became popular in North America in the eighteen century.


Ornate Greek Corinthian columns that appear in most Roman buildings support the entablature with “Cuba National Bank” carved in the central frieze.  Dentils or the row of decorative blocks in the cornice (top of entablature) give us another classical identification.

The parapet, the section extending above the roof line is original to the 1862 building.  It has an eagle carved in the panel in the center.

Several banks have used this building.  Most recent were the Key Bank and the Community Bank until it moved to its present location at 21 West Main.  The building now houses the Main Street Deli owned and operated by Vincent and Virginia Rapino.

Vincent tells me that his mother, Geraldine, was looking for a quite place to retire and happened upon the Cuba area.  She called Vincent who lived in Puerto Rico to see if he wanted to move to the US and start a restaurant. Thank goodness Vincent and his wife Virginia made the move.  They and their family live above the deli.  The Deli Bakery specializes in pastries and deli sandwiches.  A new feature will be Virginia’s Puerto Rico style  rice and bean lunch.  

The Rapinos did most of the renovating in the old bank. Rumor was the Deli’s refrigerator was set in the old bank vault.  Vincent says, not possible.  The walls are almost two feet thick and he would have had to put two large holes through those steel and concrete walls.


Stop in for lunch.  You won’t be disappointed.



Getting Involved

Oops!  In the last Newsletter I said Pat Drake’s ancestors were owners of Brown’s Cash Grocery.  Wrong.  Pat does has some extensive genealogy on her family and it can be found at the Cuba Library.

June Enos loaned us a great picture of the inside of the E.A. Enos Parlor Grocery Store circa 1912 that was in the building now occupied by the China Sea Restaurant.  Proprietor Del Enos and his family lived above the store.  Del’s sons George and Alvin built and ran the Skyloft Restaurant, that overlooked the western end of Cuba Lake.  The building is gone now but it was a popular hot spot in its hey-day. Alvin was also a letter carrier or a “mail man” as he was called in his day.
The Mindreader of the opera house cannot compete with Cuba’s “silver-tongued orator of Spiritualism”.  In 1889 Cora L.V. Richmond, of Cuba spoke to a group at Lily Dale, telling them that one day, people would “fly through the air in a machine as bright as a bird, and listen to a whisper heard around the world”.  Audiences thought that pretty preposterous and wondered if Cora “should be allowed on the platform”.

Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba.  
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































