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Palmer House Update

At the April 24th meeting of the Cuba Friends of Architecture the committee voted to accept the agreement proposed by Architectural firm Flynn Battaglia.  Also approved was the hiring of Stuart Brown Associates to administer the grants awarded to the Palmer House.    

We received a few quotes for work on the front of the Palmer Building and are waiting for one more.  Usually three quotes are needed to satisfy grant requirements.  


One estimate to make windows to match the original design was over $5,000. Still working on that. There are also some local craftsmen that we will be contacting. 


A quote to replace cast iron grates exceeded $2,000 but a trip to the Amish country in the Lancaster, Pennsylvania area found a place that will make castings and lower the cost to less than $1,000.  Mike Doyle, president has discovered that there is a foundry in Pennsylvania, closer to home.  He will be checking that. 

It was mentioned earlier that the front doors on 66 East Main Street looked suspiciously like the double doors that used to be on the Palmer House store fronts. One of the window experts, who inspected the opera house windows to give a quote for making them, checked those front doors.  He was convinced that the doors on Alex Leyva’s house came from the opera house.  There are certain decorative designs that match photographs of the front of the Palmer building.


It is certainly possible that the frugal carpenter, who built Leyva’s house, saved those doors and hung them on his new home.    
  


  Fund Raising

Don’t forget the Quilt Show that will be held May 3 – 4 at the VFW, 305 N. Cuba Rd., 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Fee to enter is $3.00.  Viewers will vote on the best full size quilt and the best wall hanging.  There will be vendors, a Chinese auction and Texas Hots and desserts. 
A Rock, Paper, Scissors Tournament is scheduled for Thursday of Dairy Week, June 5th at the picnic pavilion in Fireman’s Park.  There is an entry fee of $2.00 for the Adult competition, age 17 and up, and $1.00 for the Junior competition, ages 12 -16.  For more information call: 585-968-2812.

Work will begin on the 2009 Historic Calendars soon.  The proposed theme is Sports in Cuba.  That could include school sports, stock car racing, bowling in the Kinney House and even horses.  Do you have any old photographs we could use?

Pennsylvania RR Freight House

Work has resumed on the Pennsy Freight Depot that was once behind Rinker’s Gas Station.  It was dismantled in the fall and moved to the grounds of the Block Barn for rebuilding this spring.  Bonnie Blair, owner of the barn agreed to have the barn placed on her property near the railroad at the north side of the barn.

The Board and Batten Freight House was built around 1882.  The 1994 Historical Survey Report gave it a status of #1, meaning it had “architectural and/or historical significance.  Worthy of a local landmark.”


The Amish who did a lot of the dismantling last August are hard at work again.  It is fun checking each day to see what has been accomplished.  The walls are up and some of the original outside boards are on.  As I write the trusses are going up.  Unfortunately, some of the wood was badly deteriorated or broken and will need to be replaced with new but as much as possible of the original building will be preserved.  The floor is covered with particle board and the original floor boards will be laid on top of that.  I dare say that before this Newsletter goes out, the roof will be on.

Donations from Cummins Construction, Mike Doyle, Bonnie Blair and other local contributors have made this much work possible.  You may send your donation to the CFA if you want to be part of this preservation project. 
ST JAMES RESTORATION

John Adams, local spokesperson for the project, assures us that the remodeling of the St. James is still on.  Jim Swift is “moving one step at a time” toward his goal of building condominium type apartments on the second and third floors.  The hotel section is now empty; there are no tenants.

Architecture in Cuba

We know that Albert A. Arnold came to Cuba in 1870 and built the large brick Italianate Block on the corner of East Main and Genesee Street in 1885 for his business. 


Albert was a very successful and wealthy merchant and his history shows that he was ambitious, determined and decisive.  He married Pamela Bennett and purchased property on North Main Street in 1875.  He built his home around 1880 and in 1881 he started his own business.  He was burned out in 1883 but rebuilt in 1885.  A man like this is going to build a unique and stylish house.

The Victorian Arnold house is at 85 West Main Street.  According to the Historical Survey Report on the Village of Cuba, done in 1994, the house has “strong influences of the Eastlake style.”  This “gingerbread” ornamentation was made by “chisel, the gouge, and the lathe.”  The house has been changed over the years but some of these decorations can still be seen.  Note the “gingerbread” with lathe turned pendants in the eves of the gabled roof.  Originally, a circular porch wrapped around the front of the house.  It had a rounded section with a conical roof.  The roof on the upper bay windows gives an idea of what the cone looked like.  

Only the east side of the porch remains but you can see the lathe turned posts and elaborate chiseled decorations at the porch roof line.


As noted in the Historical Survey Report, The term Eastlake comes from the name of an English furniture designer, Charles Eastlake.  A little different Victorian design for an up and coming A.A. Arnold. 

The house has had only three family owners.  It was owned by Arnolds until it was sold by Pamela, Albert’s wife in 1938, to Hortense Keller.  She sold it to Frealyn Stark.

New Business


More activity at 40 West Main Street.  

Backstage Catering is up and running.


Licensed Mental Health Counselor James D. Hunter has opened his office, Southern Tier Counseling Services at 40 West Main.  For an appointment call: 585-808-9895.


And for a stroll into the past of old time movies wander into 40 West Main and look at the billboards of Clark Gable, King Kong, etc.

New Antique store at the old cheese storage building or former Carolina Furniture store on Water Street.


New Funeral Home going up on Bull Street. 


Getting Involved


Thank you Debra Filer of Hy-Haven Farms.  Deb donated 10% of her sales from the Christmas season to the CFA Pennsy Depot project.


Jim Pomeroy of Caneadea will present a program on the Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad at the Cuba Library May 20th at 7:00 PM.  We are trying to find information on the history of the Pennsy in Cuba but Jim has a very fine program on the B&S.  He has photographs of some of the old depots on that line that were made into homes.  He can point out a house in Friendship that was once a B&S RR Passenger Depot.

Anyone remember the Cuba Hotel?  Where was it? When did it disappear?  

It seems to have been quite a hot spot.  When it closed, it was hoped it “was closed for a good long time”.  Proprietor, Andrew Beinta had been arrested for selling liquor at his “soft drink bar” and for “keeping a disorderly place.”

Does this mean he had no license or was this during prohibition?


Mary Nease passed on information on the Cuba House that was located on the corner of Main and Canal (now Genesee).  It was built by James O. Spense in 1835 and burned down in 1875.  It was referred to as the Railroad House.  Is this the same place?


Anyone have any history on this interesting site?

Kirkpatrick Home?  Wish I had seen this house.  Owned in 1919 by a Mrs. Wait, it was located at 87 West Main Street.  According to the March 28, 1919 Patriot, Mrs. Wait left “her well furnished residence…and $26,500 for the purpose of founding an old ladies’ home.”  I had always heard it was for “childless women”.  That term apparently came from the idea that the home was for “old ladies that have no one to care for and comfort them”.  I assume they were not necessarily “childless” but in some cases had no children who would take them in. 

Mayor Tom Taylor has requested that residents of the community check the two new lamp posts on South Street.  Last winter a truck went out of control and knocked down two of the posts.  National Grid is going to replace all the lamps and have put up two styles for the community to vote on.  


One style is similar to the lights that are now there and one is a Victorian style that was like the original lamp posts of the early 1900s.


Mayor Taylor would like everyone to stop in at the village office and vote on his/her choice. 
Cuba Cheese Museum is open for the 2008 season.  Hours are from 2:00 to 4:00 Saturdays and Sundays or call Vince at 585-968-2893 or Don at 585-968-2812 for a tour.

 The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































