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Palmer House Update


Bags of plastic and canvas that had been used to try keep the building dry, boxes of debris, wet wall board, sacks of plaster dust and feathers have been carted out to the curb twice a week for the past month.  The biggest problem is plaster dust with bits of mortar and lath that needs to be bagged in small amounts because of the weight.  The committee is looking into the possibility of renting a dumpster and finding a way to dump all that debris down a chute


The Kinley Corp. Construction Company has been in to examine the main floor to give an estimate on repairs.  One option discussed was to have the floor stabilized so volunteers can begin removing old floor boards.  The committee would like to be able to coordinate volunteer work with construction professionals to save on expenses.


Warped floor boards will need to be taken up and dried for reuse.  Water damaged beams will have to be replaced.  There is still water dripping from the ceiling in one section of the building and it is assumed that there is ice built up in there.  A section of the upper floor will 
be removed to let air into that area.


There was an exciting find when damaged wall board was removed from the opera house.  Written on the old plaster wall was: “Rial and Draper’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Combination, Sept. 24-25, 1879”.  A check in the Patriot newspaper from that date confirmed that, indeed, the combined companies of Rial and Draper, for the third time, performed Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  There is other more recent graffiti from the early 1900s. CFA hopes to preserve these historical notes.



Date and time for a Quilt Show planned for April 29th and 30th at the Cuba Library had to be changed to April 29th only from 9:30 to 3:30.


There are plans to sell bird houses to raise funds and Block Barn Banks may purchased for $50.00 each and “Cuba Then…And Now” DVDs are for sale for $25.00.  Call 585-968-2812 for any of these items.


Donations may be sent to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727.  Any and all contributions are appreciated.

Architecture in Cuba


One of the earliest surviving buildings in the district is the St. James Hotel.  It was built in 1835 by General Calvin Chamberlain.  Originally it had a Greek Revival porch extending out from the second floor.  It was located on the 

major stage route connection Angelica, Belvidere, Friendship, Cuba and Olean and was a popular stopover for travelers, as well as a site for changing of the stage horses.  There was a big fountain in front where stage horses could drink.
Getting Involved


Do you know the story about the invisible fish?  Donalyn Swier tells about a store on Main Street that had a tank of invisible fish but she can’t recall the name of that store.  Does anyone know?  Do you have a story of your own to tell us?

Eventually, the CFA wants to have a display of articles relevant to the history of Cuba.  Some things we are looking for are stories or artifacts from the old buildings, stories or items from the Genesee Valley Canal and information on the railroads.  Drop us a line.


The Cuba Friends of Architecture is looking for new members and volunteers.  Come join us and become an active member of the community.  The CFA meets every third Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall at 7:00 PM.
