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Palmer Opera House Update
Another set-back.  Can you believe it?  Of course you can.  What else is new?
Our Heating and Air Conditioning contractor bowed out.  He said he could not do the work for the amount that he had bid.  He underbid, for whatever reason, by about $30,000.  We decided it was best to just move on and go out for bids again.

Never-the-less, we expect newer bids to be higher and we will have to cut back, probably, about $30,000 in our plans.  Our elevator shaft is done but we’ll have to wait to install the elevator.  We are working with our architect to cut costs of installing the furnaces in each bay with the idea that we could put in the ductwork ourselves or with volunteers.

Originally, I reported that ducts would be exposed in the ceiling of the first floor but it would be more cost effective to place them in the basement.

The additional room and fire escape planned for over the back addition that we hoped would be the next project is on hold until we decide what type of furnace will be appropriate for the second floor and where it will stand.  We may save Air Conditioning for another time to stretch our current funds.

Thankfully, the back roof has been covered.  Remember this is not the Main roof over the opera house; it is on the addition to the building in the back.  

While awaiting news on the Heating system, contractor Barry Cummins thought he could work on other segments of the building reconstruction.  I have seen his truck out back but I haven’t seen any activity yet.   
Total income for Cuba Friends of Architecture for 2010, which includes contributions, grants, loans, fundraising: $409,211.  Total expense for 2010, including Pennsy Depot, Opera House reconstruction and insurance and utilities: $402,144.

Goings On In Cuba
I have been told that Carol Shaffer will be painting a mural on the newly repaired back-side of the Road Runner Store.  

The Board of the Village of Cuba accepted contractor, L.C. Whitford, as the lowest bidder, for the Genesee Valley Greenway project.  Work should begin in the spring. 

I understand that St. James Place is waiting for a liquor license.
Memorials

The CFA gratefully accepts contributions from Paula Robinson in memory of Dutch and Doris Hartley and from Helen L. Swift in memory of Paul Swift.
Architecture in Cuba
In 1890, Amasa B. Wilson, Great Grandfather of Stephen Kratts, built 9-11-13 West Main Street which currently holds the Alco Federal Credit Union and Jan’s Outdoor Supply. Amasa purchased the property from the Cuba National Bank with certain stipulations, one of which stated that he could not use wood in the construction.  If all requirements were not met, the bank would repossess the property. Wilson ran his Dry Goods store in #9.

The store was passed down to his son, William who “sold men’s and boy’s clothing, wallpaper and window shades” and then the store went to his granddaughter Eva Wilson who ran the store until 1937.
#13 originally held a millinery business until around 1900 when Charles Gros ran his jewelers business there.  It remained a jewelry store when in 1942 #13 was sold to Andrew Sheret, becoming the Sheret Jewelry Store and in 1948 Sheret sold to jeweler Harry Hammer.
The site eventually became a doctor’s office where over the years, Doctors Campbell, Chohan, Torno and Betron-Torno practiced.
Stephen Kratts’ Great Grandfather, is credited with building 17 Maple Street, 93 W. Main in 1873 and 97 W. Main. Stephen tells me that in the process of building 97 W. Main, his grandfather traded and the family moved to 79 W. Main where he raised his family.
Next to the Dry Goods store, ran by Amasa was a Dress Shop.  There was a story going around that there was a secret door between the two establishments and “old A.B. would slip through to visit the widowed dressmaker”.  Stephen was never able to confirm that story but he tells me the two never married.

The architectural style of 9-11-13 West Main is Italianate Commercial.  The Storefronts have cast iron columns manufactured by the Washington Iron Works in Buffalo.  The Credit Union store front has been changed to a more modern style but the front of Jan’s is original.  Italianate features include the arched windows on the second story and the brackets at the cornice or where the roof joins the façade

 Making It Happen

Bass Tournament is still on for July 16, 2011.  Local sponsors include Moonwinks, Giant Food Mart, Jan’s Outdoor Store, Stauffers, Reynold’s Farm Repair, Cuba Specialty Co and Olean Whitetail.  If you would like to sponsor a prize, let us know.  Raffle tickets for an assortment of fishing tackle, bait, hooks, pliers, a Shakespeare Rod & Reel Combo, MAGlite Solitaire Flashlight, Fight Like a Girl Hat and T-Shirt, Gander Mountain 6068 Tackle bag with four Flambeau 4007 Tackle Boxes and more are available.  Tickets are $5.00 each or $12.00 for three.  Mail a ticket donation to CFA, PO Box 274, Cuba and show your support. To participate in the tournament, contact Arthur Austin, Director of the Tournament at 248-559-7972 or artgw184@hotmail.com.
Coronel Austin has donated his services to thank a CFA member for sending letters to him and other service members while deployed in the Middle East. The Tournament organization is also a supporter of the Pink Ribbon Cancer Awareness Program.  
And More
Things I learn as I research architecture. Lewis Kratts, great grandson of Amasa Wilson and brother to Stephen served in the army from 1972 to 1974 and has the distinction of being the last person drafted in Allegany County.  Stephen’s and Lewis’ mother, local resident, Rosanne wanted to join the Navy but the war didn’t wait for her.  She graduated in 1945. Roseanne became an LPN in 1948 and at one time, worked in the Dunlap Nursing home on West Main Street.  Stephen joined the Navy in 1970 and was discharged in 1986. 
Whoops!  The Dye house on Hubbell Hill has been taken off the market.  It is not for sale as I reported in the last Newsletter.  It is still a beautiful Queen Anne.
I had a request for information on the Cuba Knife Company.  Mary Nease, Historical Society Museum Curator, found this for me.  “The knife company was in business from about 1914 to 1922.  It was founded in 1914 when the Unique Knife Company moved to Cuba from Keating Summit, Pennsylvania.  Misters Robinson, Avery and Sayre signed an agreement in July, 1914 with the Cuba Chamber of Commerce agreeing to move the firm to Cuba.”  The Knife Factory was incorporated in 1915 and issued $25,000 worth of stock at $25 per share.
In 1916 they employed 40 workers.  The 1917 directors were H. Paul Morgan, Frank Stryker, Conley M. Morgan, Harry E. Keller, William R. Morris, Charles A. Ackerly, William B. Ackerly and Ralph Wheeler.

Those old names just keep cropping up.  Just like today, it seems that the same people are involved in or volunteer for everything. 
I am still trying to find where the Knife Company resided. Could use your help.

Is there a “House With Seven Gables” somewhere around Cuba Lake?  Mmmm…Is there a story there?
And what else is new…or old, as the case may be.

In 1822 there was a problem with roaming cattle and sheep and as reported in the Civic History of Cuba, a “scheme for marking the ears of cattle and sheep was devised, and any person so marking his cattle and sheep, was required to file with the town clerk a description of his mark.

“The record shows Ira Tracy to be the first one to comply with that requirement, and it was done June 2nd 1822.  His ear mark was a ‘Hollow Crop in Each Ear.’”

Here are a few more.

Reuben Moses’ Mark – a square peace cut of the left ear on the under-side and a slit in the right ear.

Wm. Hicks’ Mark – a square crop of the left ear and a “hapany” under the right.

What’s a hapany, you ask?  You won’t find it in the dictionary.  It appears to be a misspelling of a colloquial pronunciation of the British halfpenny.  It was spoken as ha’penny.
Do you recognize this site?  It is a wonderful picture of early Americana.  Harry Taylor ran this shop in what is now a Tattoo Parlor at 29 E. Main St.  Entrepreneur, Harry was before his time.  If he were in business now it would be known as an “antique emporium” or “gently used” auto parts dealer.  I could use that push lawn mower…so much quieter than the gas powered ones of today. 
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Cuba Friends of Architecture 
is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba. 
Cuba Friends of Architecture


Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.














