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Palmer House Update

Representatives of four architectural firms toured the opera house in February.  Three responded by sending information on their preservation experience and expressing a desire to tackle the drawings for the complete restoration project.  The CFA chose Flynn Battaglia Architects from Buffalo, because of their experience with historic buildings and theaters.  The choice was presented to the Board of the Village of Cuba and the board voted their approval.

Mike Myers, Architect from Flynn Battaglia and Bill Reemtsen, Restore NY Grant Administrator met with the Friends of Architecture at their regular monthly meeting to get a run down on the difficulties involved with the need to sort expenses out between three grants.  Restore NY ($524,000 for the main floor), Preserve NY ($497,000 for the second floor) and Member Item ($20,000) for front window area.


It will take a lot of sorting out and unfortunately Mr. Meyers doesn’t expect drawings to be available until November 2008.  He estimates construction work will begin in spring 2009 and be completed in the fall.


Disappointment?  You bet.  It was a major setback to us but we feel that although the wheels are moving slowly, they are moving.  Because we already have some funds from Senator Cathy Young, we are planning to start some work on the window restoration project.  Mike Meyers feels he can get floor plans to us to correspond with architectural renderings already approved for the window area so we will move on with the front end restoration of at least one store bay.

To begin this restoration phase, we are looking for a company that can make windows, as approved by the preservation league, and we are checking for contractors who will restore the window and door area and put down about 30 feet of flooring.
All but two of the original cast iron grids for the front cellar windows were found in the basement.  They will be cleaned up and two more will be cast to match them.
We hope to find volunteers to help with painting. 

  Fund Raising

The third annual Cuba Friends of Architecture Quilt Show will be held May 3 – 4, 2008 at the VFW Post 2721, 305 N. Cuba Rd., Cuba, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  There will be vendors, Chinese Auction, Raffle of CUTCO sewing scissors, door prizes and viewer’s choice awards.  More vendors are needed.  For information, to be a vendor or to display a quilt call 585-968-2812.

The CFA and Cuba Historical Society will share about $6,000, income from sale of the Historic 2008 Calendars.  The calendars were a big success and we hope to begin compiling information for 2009 soon.  There are still a few left if you want a great Cuba history keepsake.


We’ll try a Rock, Paper, Scissors Tournament again this year.  It didn’t work out last year but this time it will be held in Fireman’s Park the Thursday of Dairy Week.  There will be an Adult and a Junior competition.  More on this later.


Work has begun on a “Doors of Cuba” poster.  Al Joy a local, talented photographer has found some beautiful doors in Cuba.  If you want your door displayed, let us know.  Allison Lewandowski, Graphic Artist originally from Cuba will be working with Al on the design. 
ST JAMES RESTORATION

Paperwork has been completed on the sale of the St. James Hotel.  New owner is Jim Swift.  As far as we know the remodeling of that building is still on.  Jim’s idea was to restore the main floor for commercial use and make two condominiums on the second and third floors.  The bar will be removed.   
Architecture in Cuba
Featured building this month is the current Elementary School on Cuba’s Elm Street.  According to the October 21, 1937 Patriot, the architectural style was described as modernized Romanesque.  Some identifying features of the Romanesque style are rounded arches, towers, rounded buttresses, grotesques, decorative stone trim. The school sports arched windows and a center pyramidal roofed tower. Rounded buttresses support the walls between windows and decorative patterns can be seen on concrete work.  Gargoyles seen on the corners of the tower lent their name to the Cuba yearbook.  Two sections of the first floor walls curve outwards like parapets.
According to the October 17, 1937 Cuba Patriot, three sites had been selected for a new school.  They were on the properties of Love and Windsor on Elm, French and Acome on East Main and a site owned by Simpson on South Street above the Erie Railroad.  The Union Free School was then situated on the corner of Green and Main (present site of fire station).  It was decided that the French and Acome properties, near that school, would not be suitable because Tannery Creek would have to be relocated.  Eventually, the Elm Street site was approved.

The cost was to be $500,000 funded partly by a grant.  There was to be three buildings; the school, the bus garage and a school in Black Creek.  The occupants of the Love and Windsor properties received notice to vacate in December and the two houses and barns were razed at the end of January 1938.  According to the grant agreement, the Union Free School on Green Street was demolished at the end of the school year.  LC Whitford Estate (the elder LC Whitford having recently passed away) was awarded the contract.  

On June 21, 1939, although the new school was not yet complete, the auditorium was opened for the 54th graduation commencement of 33 students.  In August, it was announced that the new school would be open for regular sessions on September 6.    693 pupils registered.  A sign of the times, “School books are furnished and owned by the district.  Each pupil making $1.00 deposit for them, to be returned if they are in good condition at the end of the year.”
The school is in good company.  Romanesque style was used in 10th century England for castles and churches.  The Leaning Tower of Pizza, Sever Hall and the great abbey churches, all with differing characteristics, are Romanesque. 

New Business

Innovative new business has just opened at 40 West Main Street.  Backstage Catering and Concierge Services is a dream come true.  You need it?  They got it?  Their main service is catering and they will cater children’s parties, family reunions, weddings, funerals and anything else you can dream up.  

Family meal prep night will give you the opportunity to reserve the kitchen to put together selected meals to take home to serve or save in the freezer.

In May the Concierge Service will offer house sitting services while you are away, such as plant watering and pet sitting and even await that pesky gas man who can’t give you an exact time for his house call.  Snowbirds?  Give them a call.  They’ll have your house ready for you with your bed turned down and a mint on your pillow.  Light housekeeping is also part of their service.

Backstage Catering gets its name from being located on the stage in the old movie theater at 40 West Main Street.       

Getting Involved



The CFA wants to thank the Cuba Cub Scouts.  They helped with the sale of our 2008 Historic Calendars.

Remember “Littletown”?  Found out the article was indeed about Cuba.  The author, after vilification from his scandalous behavior, retaliated by poking fun at the people and traditional institutions of Cuba.  Dave Crowley, Town Historian said the article had been featured in the Patriot for several weeks.
After writing about the gas station owned by Howard Rinker, I received this information from his daughter Kay Lee Bradley.  Howard wrote this in the 1970s.


“I started school in 1915.  Miss Hazel Keller was the teacher – she taught kindergarten and all grades from 1 thru 8…..The school was heated by an old pot belly wood stove.  On very cold days in the winter, all the students would hover around the stove to keep warm.  The teacher and the bigger boys would take care of firing up the old wood stove.  The toilet facilities were outside buildings one each for the boys and girls – each one furnished with an old sears or some kind of an old catalogue.


All the kids walked to school.  I lived on the farm which at one time belonged to my grandfather, Samuel P. Rinker which was about ½ mile from the school house.  We always carried our lunch – School started at 9:00 A.M. and was out at 4:00 P.M.  with one hour out for lunch.


The school house had no lights for school sessions.  When the school house was used in the evening, the neighbors would bring kerosene lanterns to furnish the lighting.  There was no drinking water in the school house.  Each school day, two students were chosen to carry the drinking water from a near by farm home.”


Howard passed away January 6, 1981.


Rosanne Kratts remembers the little Union Free School on Green Street.  When it was torn down classes were moved to the school on Medbury Street.  


The CFA would like to invite interested members of the community to join them in their efforts to save historic properties in Cuba.

Thank you everyone for your letters and information.


Send letters or donations to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727. 
 The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	

































