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Palmer House Update


Information is being compiled for the $20,000 Member Item Grant from Senator Catharine Young.  We are in the process of finding three architects, as required, to give an assessment of the work to be done.  

Photographs and project budget have been sent to the Restore NY Initiative grant administrator and we are awaiting further instructions.


Work continues on the clean up of the opera house on the second floor.  Workers found almost the entire Victorian style façade (proscenium) of the old stage and will restore it to its original condition.  The CFA is fortunate to have access to old photos of some of the stage performances.  Photos of  “Three Corner Moon”, directed by Robert Renwick, picture Herm Fredericks, Walt Renwick, Herm Knowles, Jack Hickman, Kay Keller and Beth Wilson Rogers.


More graffiti has been identified.  Do you remember: Razz “39”, Scooby and Hub?  Sources tell us they are respectively, Wayne Rasmusson, Dick Wilkinson and Wilber Hubble.  “Abie” appears to be, George Psyhos, the son of the owners of the Olympia Restaurant.  In 1880 “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” was performed August 29 and 30.
Fund Raising

The 2007 Quilt Show has been scheduled for April 28 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Cuba Grange.  A Viewer’s Choice award will be given for the quilt that receives the most votes. Refreshments will be available.  Admission is $3.00.  To enter a quilt, call 585-968-2812.  We can accept up to 100 entries.

The CFA is in need of quilt show racks if anyone is aware of a local source.


A meeting will be held on March 1, 2007 to see if there is enough interest to produce the play, “Murder in Cuba Town” written by William Allen.  The play is based on a book, “The Hendryx Murder Trial” by the late Louise Hendryx of Cuba.  
 Village of Cuba Strategic Plan


Tom Taylor, Cuba Village Trustee is working on establishing a Village Economic Development Committee.  This is first priority for implementing the recommended actions.  Tom has approached the Cuba Chamber of Commerce for their support.


It is recommended that the village develop a promotional brochure and to implement a business recruitment program to attract new businesses and to work to retain existing downtown businesses.  

Another goal is to discourage inappropriate noncommercial uses in commercial buildings in the downtown district.

St. James Hotel Renovation


Efforts are underway to renovate the St. James Hotel.  Jim Swift, past resident of Cuba and currently a house builder in Moscow, Idaho is purchasing the St. James.  Jim said, “He liked what the Cuba Friends of Architecture was doing and he felt the St. James was worth saving.”  He plans to build two two-story, side-by-side condominiums

or apartments on the second and third floors of the old hotel and to try to restore the former main floor lounge to its original look.  The dinning room has already been demolished but Jim is seeking photographs or information on the appearance of the lounge to help in the restoration.


If anyone has photos or can remember specific details that can be replicated, please contact CFA, PO Box 274, Cuba, or call 585-968-2812.   
Architecture in Cuba

The Arnold Block located at 1-5 East Main St. is a brick Italianate that originally had cast iron pilasters.  The façade on the Main Street western bay was remodeled in the twentieth century and now has fluted pilasters, carrara glass panels and colored aluminum panels.  The windows on the second floor feature stone sills, segmental arches and keystones, all features of the Italianate style.  The original “A.A. Arnold 1885” lettering still appears above the second story. The Arnold Block originally had a covered porch.

The building is nine bays long making room for two more stores on Genesee Street.  These facades still have the cast iron pilasters made by Washington Iron Works in Buffalo.  Movies and More has extended their business into one and the Cuba Pennysaver operates out of the other.

Albert Arnold came to Cuba in 1870 and in 1881 set up business at the corner of Main and Genesee Streets.  A.A. Arnold’s first grocery story was destroyed by fire and in 1885 he built the present building.  In 1898 he took on Mr. Keller as a partner and the firm became known as Arnold and Keller.  At one time the Block also housed the post office and the Western Union office.  Today Movies & More and the American Legion run their businesses on the main floor and the Masons meet upstairs.
Getting Involved


Another generation heard from.  It seems so long ago that we lost our thriving businesses downtown that I wanted to find out what daughter, Kathleen, remembered.  She tells about stopping at Arzberger’s Bakery with her friend Mary Switalski, after school, to get a long john donut and sometimes went to the St. James with Trina Resch for an orange drink and a slim jim.  Remember Buds that was in the building now housing the Kopper Keg?  Kathleen’s memories turned to food and at Bud’s she could get candy and gum.  She remembers Schryver’s which was the original grocery story at the site where Giant is now.  Schryver’s original store was on Main Street next to the St. James.


Received a wonderful letter from Marianne Micros.  “My grandfather, George Micros, came from Greece and joined his brother Nicholas Micros in ownership of the Candy Kitchen.  My Grandparents lived in an apartment upstairs in that building.  Later, my grandfather bought the building that became his ice cream factory.”  Marianne’s book of poems “Upstairs Over The Ice Cream”, published by Ergo Productions makes your mouth water as she recalls the making of Micros ice cream.
my grandfather’s ice cream came out of a

big machine and the men caught it in 
boxes

they always called me when it was 


strawberry

and I would get up early to stick a big cup

underneath the nozzle and fill it with fresh

creamy stillsoft ice cream and stick my 



finger

under for a last lick

Marianne remembers when her grandfather died.
I can never eat ice cream now

it is not as good 

as when it came pushing out

of the machine and plopping into

my waiting mouth as I bent over

backwards to catch as many

strawberries as possible.

The old train station on West Main?  Marianne tells us that her mother considered buying the building before they moved it and she wonders what happened to it.  Rumor has it, it was demolished in the middle of the night.  People are still upset about that.  Marianne would like to get some old pictures of it.  She remembers the “track tipped so that it seemed as if the train was throwing you out the door when you got off.  Then Cuba became a whistle stop (but you really had to beg the conductor to make sure the train stopped in Cuba).”


Trudy Gilroy remembers her Uncle Joe McLaughlin’s candy shop “under the stairs” and hopes to find more information about it.  She has a good memory and can even tell you where the skate keys were kept at O’Malley’s Hardware store.  “In a cardboard box on the right hand side - part way down to the cellar.”    


Skate Keys. Modern skates just don’t have the excitement of those old clamp-on skates.  I still have the scars to prove it.


Trudy was able to tell a little about Tony Midey’s Shoe Shop.  “I used to wait there while he finished up reheeling or resoleing my Uncle Joe’s shoes.  He was crippled from birth and used to be very hard on his shoes the way his feet would drag on the ground.  There were big high benches that I used to get up on to wait.  He always had some hard candy or bubble gum to help yourself to too. (Sometimes even a Nichol for being a good delivery girl).”


Marianne Micros tells about sitting on that tall seat also.  She and her brother liked to take little scraps of leather and cut them up in a small machine Tony had on the counter.  He always got very upset when they did that for fear they would injure themselves.


Mary Manko remembers her mother taking Tony’s meals to him and Mary wondered why her mother didn’t just stop taking them and then he’d have to come home.  Her mother knew he would rather continue to finish those shoes that people were waiting for.  I did find out, Tony was an avid fisherman when he allowed himself the time.


So many stories – so little space.  Roller skating at the Cuba Lake rink, Ice gathering on Cuba Lake, French fries at the Olympia, Sander’s Market, Larkin Co. Grocery, Medbury School.  Did anyone actually see Frank Sinatra at the Cuba Lake Pavilion?  Did you know the old carrousel is on exhibit in Albany?

Keep them coming.  And please send photos of or information about what you remember about the lobby of the St. James Hotel.

We could use all old photographs of happenings in Cuba or of Cuba’s architecture.

Check out our new website: cubafriends.us


Send letters to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727. 
The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third     Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































