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Palmer House Update

Hurrah!  Our plans for the opera house have been approved by the Preservation League of NY and we have gone out for construction bids.  The bid schedule presented to us is: Advertise – June 17; Engineer Walk-thru – June 24; Receive Bids – Friday, July 10 at 2PM; Open Bids – Monday, July 13 at Village Board Meeting.  The CFA will take a few days to examine the returned bids and make a decision.  Their choice will have to be approved by the Board of the Village of Cuba.

We got our first look at the official drawings for the Palmer building in May.  Mike Meyers, Flynn Battaglia Architect, met with the CFA to go over these plans and to give us an opportunity to make changes.  Several suggestions were made to cut costs but the overall plan was accepted.  Our Building Permit is in order and we’re ready to go. 
 
We’re hoping the costs of the entire project will remain within our budget but we are prepared to make some cuts if necessary.  Some expenses concerning the history of the building cannot be avoided as we have received preservation grants.  With that in mind, certain graffiti, some flooring and the stage proscenium will be preserved.

We had borrowed about $50,000 for architectural expenses, paid those bills and sent proof of payment to Restore NY Initiative.  We were reimbursed that amount with grant funds and with that, we paid off the loan.  We were able to complete this transaction because of those who responded to our request for contributions to be used toward interest.

Contributions are still needed.  For those of you who have already donated, rest assured that you will be among the first to be invited to our open house.


The front doors were open during Dairy Week, giving the public an opportunity to see what has been done and a chance for them to ask questions about the project.  A few were allowed to see the opera house and were amazed at the space that will be available.

Les and Jeremy Kamec have completed the volunteer demolition and the building is ready for the construction phase.

Making It Happen
Quilt Show was fun, as usual, and earned about $900.
A little disappointed in the Mark Twain attendance but those who were there thought Mike Randall put on a great show.  We broke about even on that program
Mike will be back on December 19th, as Charles Dickens reading “A Christmas Carol”.  Save the date.
Unable to connect with Cuba/Rushford students to do a “Portrait of Cuba” DVD before school is out but going ahead with the project.  Instead of video pictures, still photographs are being taken of Cuba and its businesses.  They will be compiled with music and vocal descriptions on a DVD.  More about this later.

The CFA is now raffling a “Party in a Wheelbarrow”.  Winner receives a wheelbarrow filled with foods to have a party; hotdogs, hamburgers, cheese, crackers, chips, chip dip, etc.  Tickets are $1.00 each or $5.00 for six.  The raffle started during Cuba’s Dairy Week and will continue through the end of the Garlic Festival in September. 

The CFA will serve breakfast at the upcoming Alpaca Show, July 11-12 and will help with parking.  
Goings On In Cuba

The village and town of Cuba have received grants for infrastructure upgrades and toward the sewer system linking Cuba Lake owners to the village system.  This work is to start soon.

Volunteers have been clearing undergrowth from the Green Way trail that extends from Bull Street to the town line.  Expectations were that construction of the trail would begin this summer but word has been received that funds won’t be ready until spring 2010.


The Chamber of Commerce had a Flag Day celebration to raise funds for the coming 150 ft. flag pole that will be in the park East of  Community Bank NA.  Plans are in the making for raising the flag pole in August with a dedication ceremony on 9/11.  The flag will be a large Garrison flag or that which is used over military strongholds.  Eventually two other shorter poles will be added where POW and NY State flags will fly.

Randy and Susan Searl and Dennis and Nada Grastorf have purchased the three-store building directly to the West of the Palmer building.  They are interested in working with the CFA to attract new businesses to our downtown.  Susan also wished to find a way to have the Post Office back in its old office on Main Street.  Their immediate plan is to remove a large addition on the back of the building, opening up that space for parking or a loading area.

Pennsy Depot

If you have a chance, take a look at the Pennsylvania freight house that was moved to the Block Barn property.  Students from Elm Street Academy and Leslie and Jeremy Kamec have been working with Mike Doyle to get a deck and several of the Victorian brackets in place.  Mike was able to form a mold from the finials that hung from the brackets and is in the process of restoring damaged pieces or making new finials from a resin.  
Architecture in Cuba

Cuba’s great architecture is not all in designated Historic Districts.  Another architectural gem stands at 18 Chapel Street.

This Victorian Italianate with the decorative cupola is characteristic of an Italian Villa or an Estate with vast farm lands. It would also feature a large formal garden.  This revival style was popular from 1840-1880.  The decorative pinnacle on the top of the cupola was probably inspired by the Chateauesque or French Chateau style, also popular during that time.  That was the fascinating thing about the Victorian era.  Architects mixed and matched popular designs of the day.  The Italianate features include the cupola, low pitched roof with a wide overhang, double doors, tall two over two widows and the full length, one story porch.  Turned spindles on the porch imitate the Queen Ann style.

Locals remember Harold and Janet Prentice who moved from 30 South Street to this Italian Villa in 1958.  Jan lived there for over 40 years until she moved to live with her daughter, Judy, near Elmira. Some Cuba Central School graduates will remember the Science teacher, Mrs. Prentice and others fondly recall her excellent seamstress and embroidery skills.    


Brian Oakley and his family now live there. 

And More
This is what I reported.
“June Enos loaned us a great picture of the inside of the E.A. Enos Parlor Grocery Store circa 1912 that was in the building now occupied by the China Sea Restaurant.  Proprietor Del Enos and his family lived above the store.  Del’s sons George and Alvin built and ran the Skyloft Restaurant, that overlooked the western end of Cuba Lake.”

This is the welcome correction from John Setchel.

Del’s son George had four sons, Harold, Alvin, George and William.  It was his sons George and Alvin that built the Skye Lofte Restaurant. It was built in Cattaraugus County because Catt County was “not dry on Sunday as Allegany County was”.  Thank you John.


John also mentioned that he “remembered going to the mindreader show.” 
He continued, “…I spent many years in the First National Bank of Cuba.  That bank was organized by Asa Miner, a banker and merchant from Friendship, NY. Elmer Bond was the president for many years, followed by Charles Morgan, Ward Hopkins and then Hayden Setchel, my father.  The bank was established on January 14, 1880 and existed until August, 1967 when it was purchased by the First Trust Company of Allegany County, Wellsville, NY.  With today’s problems in the banking world, it is interesting to note that both Cuba banks survived the “bank holiday” when FDR closed all banks and gave them a “stress test” to see if they were strong enough to continue to serve the public.”
Mike Doyle, CFA President, uncovered this recollection of John’s mother, Helen Ackerly Setchel.
“The Palmer Opera House!  What a lot of Cuba’s social, cultural and political life was centered there!  It had a real stage, large curtains, foot lights, back drops, wings, dressing rooms and spot lights.  Theatrical companies brought comedies, dramas and tragedies to that stage.  Then came the home talent plays, minstrel show, tableaus, pageants, lectures, travelogues, politicians and magicians.  Three hundred seats could accommodate a sizable crowd for church fairs, charity balls, Firemen’s Dances, subscription dances, basketball games, roller skating, motion pictures, high school graduation, political rallies, musical groups, oyster suppers, religious speakers, etc.”

WOW!  And that is the reason we need to save this historic building.

By the way; the mindreader who amazed the audience in the Keller Opera House by identifying objects while she was blind-folded was Jane Conrath, Cuba High School English teacher.  She was aided by Sid Hixson who sat in the projection booth, with a pair of binoculars.  He relayed the information through a wiring system to Jane.  While dismantling the projection booth, a gadget with electrical switches was discovered and we suspect that that is part of that system.
The CFA is looking for new board members.  Please call or email if you would like to help with any of the downtown projects.

Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba.  
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































