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Palmer House Update


Things are happening in the Palmer Opera House.

A preliminary structural review of the Palmer Building was done by representatives of Flynn Battaglia Architects on June 4th and it was determined that possibly 50% of the floor framing could be saved.  That was good news.  We knew the center bay was shorter than the two outer bays and had a doorway into the extension on the back of the building but during this review it was discovered that the two outer stores originally had a wall in the same place.  Due to seismic codes, we will have to restore that wall.  That is bad news in that it means more expense.  

On June 17th the CFA committee met with Grant Administrators from the NY Preservation Organization and the Restore New York Initiative to discuss cash flow requirements.  We are working with two grants and need to be sure everything is done according to Hoyle.

At our regular June meeting, Mike Meyers, Flynn Battaglia Architects’ Project Manager for the Palmer Opera House Project, attended to discuss Goals and Objectives.  Discussion centered on using the building as a cultural center with theatrical activities in the opera house or specifically for commercial use.  What we use the building for will help determine its interior architectural design.
One scenario offered by Mike was a lobby in one bay with a stairway going to the opera house and an elevator in the back of the building.  The first floor will be offered for museum or retail space.  Mike Meyers has asked the committee to seek other ideas.  Anyone may make suggestions.  Just contact cubafriends@gmail.com.  Of course all depends on our budget.
Mike Meyers will consult with the Preservation League authorities on a way to save the graffiti of so much of Cuba’s past that is on the opera house walls.  The original ticket booth is still situated above the Rite Aid Drug Store in the building owned by Michael Magnano.  We would like to get that piece of history and move it to the opera house.  It too has names engraved on it that we would like to save.  Ruth Micky Rowley, 1930-31, aunt of Ellsworth Swift, is one example. 
Mike gave the CFA a Design Schedule that shows construction beginning in December.  What takes so long are all the grant reviews, construction documents and seeking and awarding construction bids.  
Work to stabilize the storefronts with a Legislative Grant from Catharine Young is about to begin as this letter goes out.  Windows and brickwork should be removed to make the front safe and ready for the larger indoor construction project.

  Fund Raising

Quilt Show netted about $900.  A Rock, Paper, Scissors Tournament was a disappointment with just a few participating.

Plans for the 2009 Historic Calendar are underway.  The Historical Society is soliciting advertisers and sponsors.  If you would like to be a sponsor and have your name listed in the calendar, send a check for $50 and your name as you want it printed to Cuba Historical Society, PO Box 200, Cuba, NY 14727.


Coming in July, 12-13 Alpaca Show at Empire City Farms.  The first show held in 2007 was such a success that Alpaca breeders brought it back to Cuba for a second show.  There will be twice the amount of Alpacas there with alpaca fur products for sale and Alpaca competitive shows.  CFA will furnish lunch on Friday and breakfast Saturday and Sunday.  Parking donations will benefit the rebuilding of the Pennsy Freight House.
 Pennsylvania RR Freight House

The Pennsy Depot is looking like a depot again.  Old siding was reapplied but because of deterioration, some new boards had to be added.  A new tin roof  was put on two weeks ago and a base coat of paint is now being applied between rain showers.  


Fred Pierce, avid railroad buff, informed the committed that the original Pennsy Depots were yellow ochre with a brown trim.  Plans are to paint it yellow but right now, green is the color of choice for the trim to match the block barn.      

Plans are to use the Depot during the upcoming Alpaca Show in July but there is still a lot of work to be done and more funding is needed.


To contribute to the Depot Fund, send donations to CFA Depot Fund, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727.
Architecture in Cuba

Like that orange front on 40 West Main?  Yep, that’s architecture.  The style is Modern.  Modernism is noted for its clean, functional lines and lack of ornamentation.  Perhaps this was the beginning of the “Green” movement with its “unnecessary detail”.  It should be easy for you to pick out other made-over Modern Style stores on Main Street.
This was popular between 1945 and 1966.  According to the internet Wikipedia encyclopedia, criticism of this style began in the 1960s because it was too “sterile, elitist and lacking meaning.”  The point to Modern Architecture was to be “beautiful but functional.”  Form follows Function.  Cuba’s Historic Survey Report stated the building was “non-contributing” to the historic integrity of Main Street.
Adam Wojciechowski, Physician Assistant with offices at 40 West Main, thinks the original theater façade is still there under that orange cover and the intent is to remove the Modern facade and restore the building to it original theater design.  If funds are available this will begin in the near future.    

Finding information on the original building has been difficult but from an early Cuba Main Street postcard, it appears the theater was originally two stores.


The photo definitely shows two buildings between what is now the China Sea and the Bakery.  The one on the west side appears to be an Italianate Style.  It may have been a hardware store.  The windows on the other store look very much like those on the China Sea restaurant and that building is described as Commercial Vernacular or a sort of a local design.  

I have yet to find out when the theater was built.  The earliest information I have been able to find is an announcement in the February 7, 1935 Patriot about the New Peerless Theater.  Adults entered for 25 cents and children for 10 cents.  October 1935, Peerless Theater was advertised as “Always a Good Show”.

The December 12, 1935 Patriot noted that the Peerless was closed after having been operated by Leslie Rickard for several weeks.  It was sold to a Martina Circuit from Mt. Morris.  After being closed for alterations it opened in February 1936 with Rose Martina as Manager.  The name, Cuba Theater, was assumed December 12, 1938.

Here, I find a big gap in my history.  I think Dick Cline owned the theater in 1971 when there was a “furnace breakdown”.  After repairs, the Cuba Theater again opened January 27, 1971 with a showing of “Son of Flubber”.  It closed sometime in the 1970s.
New Business

Check out The Mill at Genesee Street Coffee House, soon to be, Restaurant.  Located across from the Cuba Cheese Shoppe, the Mill was formerly the Stonehouse Restaurant and originally a warehouse on the Genesee Valley Canal. I understand there is still a large mill wheel in the upper story that cannot be removed because of its size.

Getting Involved


Pearl Stark corrected me.  I stated that the old Arnold house at 85 West Main Street. had three families residing there over the years but Hortense Keller was the grand-daughter of AA Arnold, the original owner, making occupancy of only two families.

Hortense is still very much a part of the house as Pearl has an original photograph of Hortense on her wall and some of the original furniture.


Hortense is responsible for the AA Arnold Center, part of the Cuba Fire Hall Building.  According to Dick Siegel, the firemen wanted to add a community center to the new Fire Hall and Hortense asked, “How much would it cost?”  Cummins Construction measured the space and gave an estimate for cost and Hortense wrote out a check.  Nellie Clapp inherited the house.  

More on the infamous Cuba Hotel.

Patrick Brown, brother of Pat Drake did a little research.  He tells me that there is a picture of the Cuba Hotel in Minards “Civic History of Cuba”.  He concludes that the hotel was probably built sometime after 1871and was gone by 1929.


Cato, NY Citizen & Tricounty Leader, sometime in 1924, reported that the “Cuba Hotel was raided by Deputy Sheriff Easton after persons residing in the locality had complained of a disturbance there on Sunday morning.” 

Buffalo NY Sunday Express, Jan 10, 1926 headlines, “Removal of Cuba Hotel Stopped Due to Mortgage. 
Cuba, Jan 9 (Special)—The work of tearing down and removing to Olean the old Cuba hotel has been stopped temporarily owing to the fact that there is a mortgage on the property and the owner of the mortgage objects to the removal of anything which would lessen its value..”
         That’s interesting….removal to Olean?  Who wants to investigate that?  Is that the hotel that was razed to make room for the Jamestown Community College?

Well…mystery solved.

The following was found in the Rochester Democrat Chronicle in the July 16, 1926 issue.


The new automobile service station of Charles Hodges now near completion at West Main and Elm Streets has been open for business for about a week and already is enjoying a good share of public patronage.  The station is built after plans made by the Wayne Louisiana company of Fort Wayne, Louisiana with John Moses superintending the masonry and concrete work and John Childs the metalwork.  It occupies the entire plot where the old Cuba Hotel formerly stood, practically all of which will have been concreted when the job is finished.  The building is 34 feet square, made of yellow wire cut brick laid in black mortar.  Under a canopy which extends on the south side are maintained three gasoline lamps from which are sold three brands of gas.  Oils also are handled and there will be every convenience for motorists – air for the tires, water for the battery etc.  Washing and greasing racks will complete the outside equipment.

“Now you have the rest of the story.”  The Cuba Hotel stood at the corner of Main and Elm where Jaspers is now located.  

Don Donovan, my better half, remembers the yellow brick building before it became Quaker State green.  Do you?
The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





2007 Income/Expense





Income:	Grants $15,500


	Calendar Sales $9,818


	Depot Fund $6,270


	Contributions $3,351


	Events/Raffles $957


	Sales $456





Expenses:Architect $8,890


	Calendars $4,562


	Grants $4,380


	Depot $3,126


	Utilities $664


	Postage/Supplies $213


	Other $134


	








	
































