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Palmer House Update


Should see some activity soon on the front of the Palmer Building.  An architect was hired to survey the front end and when her review arrives the Friends of Architecture can advertise for quotes to repair some flooring and the window display areas. Payment for this part comes from a Member Item Grant from Senator Catharine Young.

The Restore NY Grant has been approved by the Empire State Development Corp. Mayor Tom Taylor has received a draft Grant Disbursement Agreement that must be approved by the Village of Cuba and NYS Public Authorities Control Board (PACB).  The PACB is scheduled to approve the project on June 20th.  Grant Administrator Bill Reemtsen from Stuart Brown Associates has estimated that we will be able to begin work on this grant project the first of 2008.


Mike Doyle, grant writer for Cuba Friends of Architecture is working on a NY Parks and Historic Preservation Grant to pick up where the Restore NY grant leaves off and continue the restoration into the second floor opera house.  The Restore NY grant can be used for the required matching amount.


The question is always there.  What will we do with the restored Palmer Opera House?  As opportunities for financing have risen so too have expectations for use of the building.

The Cuba Historical Society has shown an interest in using a section and Allegany County is looking for a site for a new museum.  The CFA has approached the county and hopes to provide some incentives for them to consider Cuba as a site.


Restoration of the opera house will provide a venue for theater productions including dinner theaters as well as a banquet room for wedding parties or other occasions.  The owner of a professional traveling dinner show has already approached the CFA for information.
Fund Raising

The April Quilt Show was a success.  We are looking for a new site for another show next year and will begin making our own quilt racks.  Sharon Campbell was winner of the Viewer’s Choice award.  Could use donations of 2x4s and ½ in. plywood.

Cemetery Tours were also a big success.  Cemetery residents who came out to visit included: Russell Smith by Robert Riggs, Almira McKee by Sylvia Bosworth, Clarissa Chamberlain by Sue Scott and Calvin Chamberlain by Steve Kratts.  Next years tour will see new portrayals.


No one showed up for the “Rock, Paper, Scissors” contest.  Spoke with several who thought it was not advertised well but did see an interest in it.  Will try again next year. 

Sadly the play “Murder in Cuba Town” had to be cancelled due to a lack of interest.  There are many male roles and while several women showed an interest, the male leads could not be filled.


YOU WIN SOME AND YOU LOSE SOME. 


Sylvia Bosworth and Mary Nease are Co-chairing a 2008 Historic Cuba and Cuba Lake Calendar project.  For $50 you could be a patron with your name listed on the inside cover and would receive a free calendar.  Proceeds would benefit the CFA and the Cuba Historical Society.

The CFA is raffling a CUTCO Galley set valued at $400.  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  It will be raffled at the Garlic Fest in September.   
Architecture in Cuba

2-4 West Main St. on the corner of West Main and South is brick vernacular commercial.  Vernacular meaning “of a particular region”.  The building has some Italianate features but was not quite as ornate as the Palmer Opera House.  It was part of the block built by Joseph Palmer in 1872.  Notice the six over six windows still on the third floor and on the south side of the building.  A wide stairway on the west side of the building leads to a hallway that crossed over what is now Eckerd Drug Store into the opera house.  A second set of stairs go to an open third floor. I would like to know what the third floor was used for if anyone can tell me.  Also does anyone remember if the front of the building had iron pilasters similar to those on the Palmer Building?

The occupant most fondly remembered by the oldies of Cuba is the Cuba Candy Kitchen.  I wish I could print photographs because I received a wonderful photo of the Candy Kitchen from Anthony Micros along with this missive.


“I was born and raised in Cuba.  My parents, Nicholas (Nick) and Evangeline owned and operated the Cuba Candy Kitchen.  It was established in 1910 at the corner of West Main and South Streets by two brothers, George and Nick Micros when they came to the United States from Greece as young immigrants.  Nick went back to Greece in 1914 to fight in the Turko-Greco War.  Later, Nick returned and took over ownership of the candy store and ice cream parlor and Uncle George operated the Cuba Ice Cream business.


“I, along with my sister, Beatrice and brother Jim worked behind the counter.  It was the meeting place of the young people.  The first waitress to serve in the Candy Kitchen was Mildred Jordan, followed by Hilda Wigent, Vera and Beulah Van Dyke, Lola Truesdale, Julie Midey, Anna Gifford and Jean Farrell.


“In 1945, my father sold the business to Anthony McCaffery and retired.  The family later moved to Rochester, New York.


“Patrick LaBarber (now deceased) once wrote in the Cuba Patriot, that his favorite memory was, ‘Walking in out of a cold, blustery snowstorm and stand shivering on the heat register in the center of the store.  When I stopped shivering, I’d order a steaming hot chocolate with real whipped cream and a couple of saltine crackers.  I wish the Candy Kitchen was still there.’


“My sister and brother are now deceased, but we often looked back with fondness on our days in Cuba.  George Micros, the grandson of George Micros lives in Olean and would probably be able to provide you information and pictures of the ice cream factory.”

Trudy Gilroy remembers Jack Dillon running a soda shop in the Candy Kitchen location when she was a kid.  “He had fancy candies by the pound and always had a huge selection of Easter Rabbits and confections.  Roseanne Kratts remembers the “best chocolate cakes”. 

Rosanne remembers coming in the Candy Kitchen through the back door on South Street. You can still see where it was blocked off.  Her favorite beverage, enjoyed as she sat on a stool at the soda fountain was a chocolate coke.

Jean Higby arrived after school through the front door but left through the back since she lived on South St.


Getting Involved


Someone wanted information on the DeKay Building.  To the best of my knowledge it was located on South Street where the UniMart now stands.  According to “Minards’ Civic History of Cuba” in 1917 the “DeKays were buyers and shippers of live stock, grain and all country produce.  They were dealers in farm implements, seeds and flour and were agents for Studebaker and Chevrolet Cars.”  

The DeKays started their business in Black Creek in 1896 and in 1898 joined Prosser in Cuba.  Prosser and (Claude) DeKay were incorporated in 1910 and specialized as farm implement suppliers.  Charles A. DeKay was an insurance agent in 1910.  Claude DeKay retired in 1942 and sold his share to Gardner Whipple, changing the name to Whipple and Prosser.  Patrick Brown remembers the feed store in Whipple and Prosser.

There was an interesting item on eBay last month. It was a booklet “Ginseng” by M.G. Kains.  The book relates to the cultivation, harvest, marketing and market value of ginseng in 1905.  The book has 24 illustrations including the Bates Ginseng Gardens in Cuba, New York.  I never knew Ginseng played such an important part in Cuba.


Ellsworth Swift sent a copy of a ticket to a dinner at the Palmer Opera House.  For $1.00 Yourself and Ladies were Respectfully Requested to Attend An OLD TIME PARTY, DANCE AND SUPPER of the E.D. LOVERIDGE HOOK & LADDER CO, CUBA, N.Y. THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 23d, 1904.  Keating’s Orchestra of Olean will perform.  $1.00?  Get your tickets soon, they’ll go fast.

Of course dollars went a little bit further in 1904.  Admission to the Portville vs. Cuba H.S. Basket Ball game December 12, 1908 was 25 cents or 15 cents for pupils.



On the third of October 1927, Cuba Post #655 American Legion rented the Keller Opera House for $18.00 for an all male performance of a wedding on October 25 and 26, 1927.  I believe Robert Renwick directed that production.


January 11, 1952, according to her pay stub from Theatre Confections, Rochester, NY, Norma Becker received $72.31 for 10 hours of selling popcorn and what? Jujubes?

Norma worked in the Cuba movie theater in the 1950s when Fran Winchell ran it.  She remembers watching the movies with her co-worker Beula Tredway through a vent that looked into the theater.  Dave Crowley worked as an usher and would use a flashlight to show movie goers to their seats.  How much did a movie cost?   


Send letters or donations to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727. 
The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































