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Cuba Friends of Architecture

CFA Strategic Plan 2005-2006
Complete restoration of Roof on Palmer Opera House – done

Restore and repair cast iron thresholds and front end of flooring in Palmer House.

Reinforce and re-lay first floor floorboards

In Palmer House.

Seek historical enterprise to occupy one store section of Palmer House

Seek new members for the Cuba Friends of Architecture

Establish a rapport with the Chamber of Commerce by meeting with them periodically.

Become involved with the Village of Cuba’s Strategic Palnning project. – done

Seek to fill out empty store fronts in the village of Cuba.
Palmer House Update


Plaster fragments are still being removed from the second floor of the Palmer House.  All large pieces of debris are being stockpiled for the time a dumpster is rented so no time will be wasted in filling it.  There is years of rubble in the basement including old brown beer bottles, some still containing vintage beer or some other unknown liquid.  Did they come from one of Cuba’s old distilleries?  Or bottle works?  These and other treasures will be saved but there will be plenty to help fill a dumpster.


The CFA has applied for an Historic Structures Report Grant from the Preservation League of New York.  This grant is for a comprehensive study of the building that will give a review of the condition of the exterior shell, roof, structure, entrances and 
storefronts, exits and interior finishes.  There would be an historic review of how the building was constructed and its relationship to the adjacent buildings.  Based on the historic report and existing conditions, recommendations will be made for the preservation and restoration of the building and an outline of costs that will be useful for planning.  An outline of costs will help with budgeting projects.


Initial cost of this project is $10,400 and the CFA is requesting $10,000 from the Preservation League grant.  The difficulty in receiving grant funds is the reimbursement policy.  Projects must be paid in full before payment can be received from the grantor.  Thus it is important to have successful fund raising enterprises before a project is begun.
Fund Raising

Letters requesting contributions are going out with this newsletter and other fund raising projects are in the works.  The Cemetery Tour that was to take place in May has been rescheduled for October.  Block Barn Banks and “Cuba Then…And Now” DVDs are still available.  Banks are $50 and DVDs sell for $25.  Bird Houses will be available for sale by the time of the Garlic Fest.


Our first Quilt Show held at the library last April was a success and will be repeated next year.  We had over 60 quilts, dating from the late 

1800s to 2004, on display and more than 100 visitors.


A professional rendering of the Palmer House is in the making.  It will be used for a variety  of objects for sale.  Lisa Robinson, a native of Cuba, and an Architectural Artist who works out of Rochester, has donated her time to provide this drawing.


For information on any of these items call 585-968-2812.


Contributions may be sent to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727.  We could also use letters of support that need to be included with grant applications.  All donations are appreciated.

Village of Cuba Strategic Plan


Stuart I. Brown Associates, Inc. has been hired to work with a committee chosen by the Board of the Village of Cuba to formulate a plan for downtown revitalization.  It is under the direction of Planner, William Reemtsen.  Payment for this project comes from a grant received from the Preserve New York Grant Program.  Carol Donovan represents Cuba Friends of Architecture.


The first meeting of the Steering Committee was May 22, 2006.  Members introduced themselves and highlighted what they thought was wrong and what was right in Cuba.  Emphasis was placed on the need to improve appearance of storefronts, filling empty stores and improving infrastructure.  
The committee meets again June 26, 2006 to do a walking tour of Cuba’s downtown business district.


If you have anything you would like the Steering Committee to address, please inform the Village Board or contact Carol Donovan, 585-968-2812
Architecture in Cuba


How many remember the post office located in the Story Block building?  That is one of the most remembered early uses of the Story Block that is located at 25-27 East Main Street.

The three-story Story Block was built in 1876 by James Story.  Its architecture is Italianate.  It has two storefronts decorated with iron pilasters with leafy Corinthian-type capitals.  You can see faces in the two end capitals.  The cornice features small modillions with an acanthus leaf design.  Note also the elaborate crown atop the building and the lettering with the name and date “Story Block 1876”.


James Story built this building after his original store burned.  Other tenants besides the post office include W.F. Robie in 1890 and the #691 Order of the Odd Fellows in 1894.  Victor French ran a grocery and variety store there in 1900.


Currently one section houses PB Jewelers.  Stop in and visit sometime.

Memorials
Betty Hunter by Hazel Spanneut

Betty Hunter by Mr. & Mrs.


Maurice Crawford

Betty Hunter by Genevieve


Robertson

Betty Hunter by Steve


Linderman
Getting Invovled


Invisible fish? Pearl Stark remembers “hearing Elizabeth Rossiter tell delightful stories of the invisible fish”.  She wonders if it could have been in Elizabeth’s father’s jewelry store.


Ellsworth Swift remembers it as being in Robie’s or the Robie Store that was a general merchandise store, “maybe on East Main.”


Mystery solved.  On checking with Mary Nease at the Cuba Historical Society Museum, the location of the invisible fish was found to be at Robie’s Store on East Main St.  William F. Robie was a Clothier who started his business in 1906 in the Story Block building, soon removing to where the Legion is now.  He lived at 30 South Street, currently the home of Donald Botens.  He was Elizabeth Rossiter’s father.


The original Invisible Fish bowl is on display at the Historical Society Museum.  It was billed as the “Natural Habitat of Invisible Fish from Rio De Janerio”.  You will also find a container of Dehydrated Water needed for the fish.  Go check it out.


What can you tell me about the Bradley House?  John LeFever remembers playing with Duane Congdon, son of the 

owner, Basal, at the time.  He and Duane would sometimes sleep out on the balcony.  They had a huge stuffed doll that they tied a rope around and lowered over the balcony.  John checked out the height so when lowered it wouldn’t hit anyone and then they waited.  When some happy soul came out of the bar they yelled and screamed and dropped the doll over the balcony.  John thinks they spoiled a lot of happy evenings.  My question is, “What did Basal say?”  Does anyone remember being the brunt of John’s and his friend’s jokes?


Was there a Flip’s 5 & 10 in Cuba?  Would like to hear more about that.


Robert Donovan of Wellsville (brother of Donald Donovan) tells about visiting the Kinney House when the Railroad workers were in town.  He said when those husky men came in, everyone else just left the bar.  Other Kinney Hotel stories?  It would be fun to compile them before they are all forgotten.


Bonnie Blair donated a sign advertising a Basket Ball game between Portville and Cuba H.S., Saturday Eve’g, December 12, 1908 in the Palmer Opera House.  Admission was 25-35c, Pupils 15c.  Game was to be called at 8:30 o’clock.


Stories or artifacts from the old buildings, the Genesee Valley Canal and Cuba’s Railroads are always welcome.  Send letters to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba.
