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Palmer Opera House Update
In November, requests went out for bids for the heating system that included four fireplace type burners for the second floor playhouse.  Circle Mechanical won the bid but was able to provide us with a proposal to put in a complete heating and air conditioning service that would cost the same as what they had bid for the abovementioned fireplace plan.  The CFA liked the idea.  First question was, “When can you start?”  They would be able to begin as soon as the plans were run by the architect and primary contractor Barry Cummins.  Expectations were that they could start the following week…..four weeks ago.  That’s OK.  I’m used to this.  Gas line has been installed, ready for furnace work.  
Venting components have been placed in the bathroom spaces.  More dry wall, including firewall has been installed and Marshall Allen and his side kicks, Dave Halstead and Mike McCaffery continue to install the electrical wiring.  

There is a big hole from the back room of the second floor down to the first floor in preparation for the fire escape.  I know that one day, I’ll check this out and there will be a complete flight of stairs from the playhouse to the first floor going to the back door. 

Occasionally I get somewhat discouraged at the slow pace of work but just when you think there is no hope, a door opens….. literally.  One front door has been installed in the eastern most bay, 12 West Main Street.  This is the entrance to the new Chamber of Commerce home.  Front windows, constructed by Barry Cummins should soon follow.  Old ventilating grates that were on the front of the original Palmer House are being cleaned by Ken Horton.  The CFA tried to salvage all the grates but they were rusted and broken beyond repair and some new ones had to be ordered.  Eventually, you will see these decorative grills under the windows as they were, about 130 years ago.
Joanne Farrell is working on images for a mural that might be painted on the side of the stairway going to the playhouse.  If it can be created as imagined it will give the illusion of theater goers from the past joining us of the present, ascending the stairs to attend a stage performance.
The welcoming in of the New Year, 2012, includes the first celebration to be held in the new opera house.  The Chamber of Commerce is having its second ball drop, at the Liberty Flag Poll, to welcome in the New Year and on-lookers will be invited in to the new Chamber dwellings for a warming cup of hot chocolate.
Goings On In Cuba
The St. James site has been cleared.  Somehow it is sadder to see the now completely empty space.  The CFA is working on a “Story of the St. James” CD.  It will have commentary from Kay Henning, grandson of Floyd Scott who owned the St. James from 1945-1950 and from John Adams, son of Pearl and Eddie Adams who ran the St. James from 1965-1975.  
Repairs to the buttresses on the Episcopal Christ Church have been completed.  What a great job.
Watch for the opening of “Big John’s Tavern” on the corner of West Main and Orchard within a few months.  John Ringleberg, Big John, and his son Doug have been restoring the much rundown bar that was once a bakery.  John and Doug purchased the building early in the year.
They have put in new flooring and ceiling and new bathrooms.  John says it will not be a sports bar, just a “fun place to go to”.  Eventually, a short menu that might include pizza will be offered but it will not be billed as a restaurant.
A liquor license is issued only at close to opening but John is confident that there will be no problems.

Architecture in Cuba

Yourself and Ladies are cordially invited to attend the Annual Dance of the D.B. Whipple Hose Company On New Years Eve, Dec 31, 1902 At Palmer Opera House Cuba, NY

Bill for Dance and Supper, $1.00

Good Music in Attendance

The Whipple House.  What fun researching the Whipples.  They were everywhere, from drilling teeth to drilling oil.

There were three Dentists in the family with Dallas B. Whipple practicing in Cuba in the late 1800s.  His son Gardner, who was in the dental business for 30 years and then Gardner’s son, Harry, who joined his father and took over the business when Gardner died in 1903. Some oldies may recall that his office was in the Arnold block.

The most renowned Whipple was Dallas who “struck it rich in oil….his income being $200 a day” in 1900.  He raised a well-regarded breed of Holstein-Frieslian (sic) cattle, bred American trotting horses and organized the Whipple Hose Company.

D.B. belonged to the Odd Fellows, was a Freemason, a village trustee and President of the Cuba Valley Point Agricultural Society.  He was a veteran and is buried in the Riverside Cemetery in Belfast.


Gardner, according to his obituary in the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle was, “one of the best known men in Allegany county.”

Harry, the third generation dentist named his son after Gardner and this is the Gardner that owned 20 South Street.  Gardner sold the property to Robert Hopkins in 1957 and after his wife, Janet, died Richard Eustise became owner in 2002.

This bungalow styled house is recorded as being built in 1915.  It was a popular form of inexpensive and plain architecture between 1890 and 1940. The Bungalow is an offshoot of the Craftsman style with exposed decorative rafters in the wide overhanging roof.  Also notable on the “Whipple” house are the short square columns on the porch. 

Typically a bungalow is simple with one story and has a low, wide gabled roof.  This roofline is steeper allowing room for a small second story.  A gabled dormer sits atop the porch and the siding is shingled, completing the bungalow look.
Making It Happen

The Harlem Wizards basketball team performed in November to a delighted crowd.  Everyone went home happy.  They are similar to the Harlem Globe Trotters but they interacted with the audience more.  

We hope to invite the team back in 2013.  


As mentioned before the CFA will have “Story of St. James” CDs available soon.  We can still use stories or photographs. 
And More
News release on the Whipple Hose Company.  “ Worlds Record 25 seconds.”  “At the Cuba Fair held in September 1895, there was a contest of four hose companies in which Whipple Hose of Cuba won, making the worlds record at that time, 28 seconds.” D.B. Whipple participated in the event.

Where have all the flowers gone?

Community Flower Show

Sponsored by

South Cuba Garden Show
Saturday, August 24, 1940, Wilson Block, East Main Street


Some of the Artistic Classes included: Arrangement of petunias, Arrangement of sweet peas, Twin vase arrangement, Miniature bouquet and Formal floor bouquet suitable for church or hall.  


Does anyone remember who won?  


From the Cuba Cemetery Association archives: “One of the most beautiful cemeteries in Western New York is in Cuba situated on a knoll on the North side of Medbury Avenue.  Great beds of flocks (phlox) and iris grow down the banks to the driveway which surrounds it and long hedges of snow balls line the west side and vines almost completely cover the vault.  Edwin Ayers, who has been caretaker for 18 years, has made it a garden spot of which we can be proud.”
Advertising in Cuba Directory 1914.  27 East Main: Grace Story Whipple-Manicuring and Hairdressing.

Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba. 
Cuba Friends of Architecture


Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.














