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Palmer House Update


Another small step.  Cuba Friends of Architecture has been working closely with the Restore New York Grant Administration and have found they are eager to help us out.  The Restore NY “powers that be” have agreed to break grant payments into three parts.  The original ruling was to make one payment at the end of the completed opera house project.  The three payments will enable the CFA to spread out the cost of interest payments.  We have also learned that the grant is not part of the NY 2010 budget but is held in a Bond.  The CFA met with Doug Frank, VP of Community Bank to sign an agreement for a Line of Credit for $160,000 to cover the first grant installment.  Initial expenses will be paid; paid invoices will be turned in to the Restore NY office for imbursement and as construction work progresses a second and third Line of Credit will be applied for.  


The CFA officers will have their second meeting with construction contractors in January.


Making It Happen

Donations are still needed to help cover interest expenses.  A donation of $1,000 will purchase a commemorative plaque that will be on display in the opera house, $500 - $999 will give the contributor a listing on a prominently displayed wall directory.  Contributions of any size are appreciated and will be recognized on site appropriately.
The CFA is looking for a “concrete poet” to help with a fitting recognition design.  A concrete poet can make an image of a building using words or names as lines or fill.

The new DVD, “A Portrait of Cuba” is finished.  It features photographs of businesses in Cuba with some pictures of owners and employees and a little story behind each business.  The idea behind the DVD is to give a little history of the businesses in Cuba in the year 2009.  How many times have you looked at an old photograph of downtown and wondered what store was pictured and who were the people standing out front?  With a 2009 Portrait of Cuba, you will always remember Cuba as it was in 2009.  The DVDs are being sold for $10.00 each and may be purchased by sending a request to Cuba Friends of Architecture with your name and address and a payment of $13.00 to cover cost of DVD and postage.  Or you may call 585-968-2812 to order or for more information.
Goings On In Cuba

Have you heard that Cuba had its own New Years Eve Ball drop?  Members of the Cuba Chamber of Commerce arranged to use the new 150 foot flag pole to herald in 2010. On the eve of the New Year, a traditional count down followed a glowing ball down the pole as onlookers looked forward to a Happy New Year. 

Has everyone met Charlie?  Stop in at Rite Aid and look for Charlie in the fish bowl near the pharmacy.  He has quite a story to tell.


Charlie was won during Cuba Dairy Week but was let out of his plastic bag into a pool of water behind the Rite Aid.  As with most of the prize fish won in those carnival games, Charlie wasn’t expected to survive.  But to the amazement of everyone at the store, there was Charlie swimming around in his private pond at the end of summer.  What stamina!  Charlie was rescued and placed in the nice clean fish tank now on display in the store.  
Architecture in Cuba
The whereabouts of a local brick manufacturing business was questioned in the last Newsletter and Mary Nease, Historical Society Museum Curator, found this information for me.  

There were three Armstrong brothers who came to Cuba in the 1840s.  Robert S. Armstrong was an Attorney who lived at 84 West Main.  John and William were the Armstrongs in the brick manufacturing business.  John lived at 86 West Main and William at 109 West Main.

John was directly involved with the manufacturing of bricks but was a mason as well.  William, also a mason, was reputed to be more involved in the building process.  According to the information Mary Nease has, the brickyard was located at the corner of Genesee and Woodruff.  The 1869 Beers Map shows a brickyard building on Woodruff at about where the village barns are standing.
Local buildings made by Armstrong bricks besides the brother’s residences are the “Stebbins House, 64 South Street; Presbyterian Church and Episcopal Church.”

Robert Armstrong’s house at 84 West Main Street appears to be Second Empire Victorian.  Features that identify Second Empire are the Mansard roof and dormer windows set into the roof slope.  

According to “A Field Guide To American Houses”, the “Second Empire Town House styling, along with the related Italianate style, dominated urban housing in the decades between 1860 and 1880.”   Robert Armstrong pulled in the popular Italianate style with features that can be seen in the quoins (large stones to decorate or reinforce the corners of a building) on the edges of the front side tower and the arched windows in the tower and the bay window.  There are Italianate double brackets on the bay window.  The porch on the side of the building appears to be a later addition.


Current owner of the Robert Armstrong house is Thomas Law.

More on 83 West Main now occupied by the Michael Doyles. The building was built around 1870 by Isaac Failing a farm implement dealer.  The back section was originally a one story gabled wing that was made into two stories after 1900.  This information provided by Mary Nease.

Mike Doyle tells me, “This house has had only a few owners in its 137 years.  Mr. and Mrs. Failing sold the house to Fred Sibley in 1899.  The Sibleys owned the house until 1937.  Mrs. Flora Whiteman and her daughter Loretta owned it until 1971.  Subsequent owners were the McGarveys, the Sweets, and the Doyles.”  Some local residents still remember Loretta Whiteman, daughter of Flora, as a popular and well loved Cuba School band teacher.

  
And More
The Cuba Grange has notified the CFA that the curtains hanging in the grange hall came from the school but the track they run on came from the opera house.  They have offered to return the track to the CFA but the stage in the opera house had been enlarged at one time and plans are to return it to the original size. We’ll have to check this out.

While researching the Armstrongs, I discovered that John Armstrong owned a stone quarry on West Main Street.  According to “Material compiled by Town of Cuba Historian, Mrs. Edward L. Utter, Jan. 21, 1963:  The entrance was gained by taking a sharp west turn after crossing the Erie Railroad bridge, when traveling south from West Main St.  This quarry furnished stone for the first stone arch built in 1849-50, before the railroad began operation.  Stone was also used for the two Armstrong houses, now occupied by William Morris and The Cuba Nursing Home.”

Traveling south from West Main?  Confused me.  It looks like the quarry was above the railroad crossing on West Main, on the left coming from town and situated close to what is now Bristol Street.  The residences of Louis Petroni, 26 Bristol and Alan Zayac, 24 Bristol sit on the remains of the old quarry. 
In 1963 Mrs. Utter recorded that in the early 1840s, there were four stone quarries in Cuba.  Two were north of the village.  Stone for the foundation for the Methodist Church that was on Spring Street and stones used to construct the Genesee Valley Canal came from these sites.
The fourth quarry was on the south side of the South Shore Road of Cuba Lake on property owned by George Ross.  Stone from here was used in the wall of the Cuba Reservoir.
Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly thankful for all contributions and welcomes stories about the Palmer Building and downtown Cuba. 
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































