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Palmer House Update


The CFA has received the promised $15,000 from a Member Item Grant from Senator Catharine Young.   This made it possible to hire contractors to begin work on the front floor section of the main floor of the Palmer Opera House.  Flooring and joists were removed from a 20 foot space reaching back from the front doors.  The remaining $5,000 of this $20,000 grant will be received when invoices totaling $20,000 are turned in to the NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP).

In the meantime, the Friends were awarded another grant of $497,000 from NY Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation, to go toward the renovation of the second floor.  This amount will restore the opera house, including the stage, but the CFA is looking to bring the stage into the 21st century with modern lighting and sound technology and expect to continue to seek more funds.  Members of the CFA will soon be meeting with OPRHP Grant Administrator, Lynn LaFeber.  We will need to coordinate work to be done under the Restore NY program with the second floor grant project.        


Community Bank has come to the aid of the CFA with a loan that enables them to begin to look for architects for the first floor project (Restore NY grant).  However, with so many irons in the fire the CFA invited an associate of Buffalo’s Architec-tural firm, Flynn, Battaglia to examine the building and to give advice.  He gave thumbs up to begin work as he noted there were no unsolvable challenges.  One of the first problems to address is a good system to drain water from the basement.  It appears drains that had been rerouted years ago caused water to accumulate in the basement.


  Fund Raising

There are still some historic Cuba/Cuba Lake 2008 Calendars left. To order one send, with your name and address, $10.00 per calendar + $3.00 postage for each calendar ordered, to CFA at the above address.  Make the check payable to CFA.


The sale of these calendars benefits the CFA and the Cuba Historical Society.


When the Community Bank modernized their windows, members of the CFA were able to salvage some of the old windows.  We are now looking for artists who will paint them for a future auction.  If you are an artist and would like to participate in this project or know of an artist who might help, please let us know.  
Village of Cuba Strategic Plan

Efforts to move the Cuba Post Office site back to Main Street have so far failed.  Letters and a petition of over 500 names had been sent to NY’s postal service unit in Albany and the response was, “We have no desire to change the location of the Cuba Post Office.”  Senator Charles Schumer had shown some interest in the idea so Cuba’s Strategic Planners are appealing to him.  If you live in the Cuba area and want the post office downtown, give him a call.

The Town of Cuba and the Village of Cuba are looking into a grant for a plan that would suggest ways for the Town and Village to work together.   
Architecture in Cuba

The CFA has been carefully studying old pictures of the front doors and windows of the Palmer Building in order to be able to restore the front to as close to its original condition as possible.  After viewing one of the photographs Alex and Lee Leyva, of Cuba, noticed that the old doors on the building resembled the ones on their home.  The opera house burned in 1871 and was rebuilt sometime between 1872 and1874 but there must have been another make-over when double doors, shown in early photographs, were changed to the single door entries as they are now.


The Leyvas purchased their house at 66 East Main, Cuba in 1982.  Alex was told that it was originally a carpenter’s shop that sat back on the lot.  It appears to have been built after 1896 because it does not show on a map of that year.  The architectural style looks to be National Folk.  This simple style is usually narrow, has two stories and a front gabled roof.  The style was popular during the 19th and early 20th centuries.  With the expansion of the railroad system, inexpensive lumber and supplies could be purchased from out of the area by local lumbar yards and sold cheaply to local residents.  


What is curious about the Leyva house are the double front doors.  This is unusual for the folk style.
It is fun to imagine that an enterprising carpenter, deciding to turn his shop into his home, at about the same time that the owners of the Palmer Opera House are remodeling their façade, takes the opportunity to save the discarded Palmer building double doors.  Could it be possible that a carpenter’s shop had a wide doorway that would have been needed for moving large items in and out?  And when the shop was made into a house the doorway was just perfect for some recycled doors?  What do you think?

Another example of this National Folk Architectural Style is at 12 Genesee Parkway, Cuba.  This house is featured in “A Field Guide To American Houses” by Virginia & Lee McAlester.
The Valero Gas Station is operating at what was the Rinker site but the old Victorian Pennsy Freight Depot has been removed and saved.  On a rainy day in August, volunteers worked with a contractor to set the foundation at its new location at the block barn.  Over the next month, floor boards were found and set in place but due to an early snow and cold weather, work had to stop.
Volunteers will continue the restoration in the spring.  Donations for this project are needed and greatly appreciated.
New Business
Adam Wojciechowski P.A. has moved his practice to 40 West Main St., Cuba.  He has remodeled the west side of the building for his practice and is in the process of modernizing the rest of the office spaces.  D.L. Smiley Insurance is back, located in a one of those spaces.

This building was the home of Cuba’s movie theater and the original stage could still be seen at the end of the hall leading to the back of the building.  Plans are in the making for a catering service to work out of that space.     

Getting Involved


Did it again.  Will I be fired?  In the last Newsletter I proudly announced that Fred Smith graffiti was identified.  I hope everyone figured out that it should have read Fred Swift.  


Richard Lewis gave me a most interesting article written in 1935 in Harper’s Magazine, titled “Littletown”.  It is too long to print the entire article here but if anyone wants a copy I’ll be glad to send it.


“Littletown” describes a small town with many similarities to Cuba and it was rumored that the article was in fact about Cuba.

Here are a few excerpts from the story.


“Littletown is a cozy village in a hollow of the beautiful, surprisingly abrupt hills of southwestern New York.  The Baptist church, a few rods down Spring Street from the main corner, is at an elevation of 1400 feet above sea level, while the tops of the hills round about are 1800 and 1900 feet.”


“An ancient glacial lake lay to the north of Littletown long before even the foot of a Seneca Indian had disturbed the deep grass of the pastures of the deer, and the lake left behind with its shoreline and outlet banks, a level but tortuous passage through the hills….. Along this path wound the old cart road to the cities of the north in the early days of settlement in the 1790s; and when Clinton’s Ditch traversed the State from east to west a canal was dug over the same gentle path to connect Rochester, with her port on Lake Ontario, to the Allegany River.  It was possible to move slowly up the canal, through Littletown and across to Oleander, where one turned down the Allegheny to Ohio.”

“The Pennsylvania Railroad bought the canal and used the tow path as a base for its rails; part of the Erie main line follows the same route, and is well traveled.”


“The milk from more than two thousand cows was being handled in the many cheese factories tucked away in the folds of the hills, and more than three-quarters of a million pounds of rich, mild-flavored cheese were marketed through the Littletown exchange each year……. The War helped to change the nature of the dairy industry, as it boosted the sale of condensed milk, and several large condensaries were established in and near our village.” (Borden’s Condensary stood where Sargent Trucking is now located)


“A mile or so from the village is a scummy spring in a swampy hollow, that used to form a thin film of oily substance over its surface….. The Seneca’s guarded it as a treasure.”


What do you think?  Sounds like Cuba to me.


Directors of the Cuba Friends of Architecture who were newly elected for a three year term: Dr. Michael Doyle-President and Donald Donovan-V. President

Terms ending in 2009: Carol Donovan-Secretary and Kay Lee Bradley-Treasurer

Richard Klien’s term ends in 2008.


The CFA would like to invite interested members of the community to join them in their efforts to save historic properties in Cuba.

Thank you everyone for your letters and information.


Send letters or donations to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba, NY 14727. 
 The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
After writing about the gas station owned by Howard Rinker, I received this information from his daughter Kay Lee Bradley.  Howard wrote this in the 1970s.


“I started school in 1915.  Miss Hazel Keller was the teacher – she taught kindergarten and all grades from 1 thru 8…..The school was heated by an old pot belly wood stove.  On very cold days in the winter, all the students would hover around the stove to keep warm.  The teacher and the bigger boys would take care of firing up the old wood stove.  The toilet facilities were outside buildings one each for the boys and girls – each one furnished with an old sears or some kind of an old catalogue.


All the kids walked to school.  I lived on the farm which at one time belonged to my grandfather, Samuel P. Rinker which was about ½ mile from the school house.  We always carried our lunch – School started at 9:00 A.M. and was out at 4:00 P.M.  with one hour out for lunch.


The school house had no lights for school sessions.  When the school house was used in the evening, the neighbors would bring kerosene lanterns to furnish the lighting.  There was no drinking water in the school house.  Each school day, two students were chosen to carry the drinking water from a near by farm home.”


Howard passed away January 6, 1981.
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third   Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.











	
































