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Palmer House Update


If you haven’t gotten the word yet, the CFA Palmer House project, through a sponsorship by the Village of Cuba, has been awarded $523,683 from the Restore New York Communities Initiative, a grant program sponsored by the NY State Dept of Economic Development.  Mayor James Wetherby has just received a letter from The Empire State Development Corp. requesting an update on our project and the Village Board has contacted Stuart Brown Associates, Rochester for assistance in the administration of the grant.  “This has never happened before in Cuba”, said Tom Taylor, village board member.  All concerned want to be sure the administration of the grant complies with state mandates.


Tania Werbizky, from the Preservation League of NY State presented a grant of $8,800 to the CFA on Nov. 30th.  This grant provides a master plan for the renovation of the Palmer House.  A draft of the survey has been received from Flynn Battaglia Architects, Buffalo, who were hired to do the survey.  They envision a lobby with an elevator and stairway to the opera house, a retail section and an extension of the Bistro Restaurant.  The CFA will review their suggestions but will not necessarily approve them.  There have been other offers for uses of the building.  One was for a pub.

Because of so much moisture in the building new plaster on the walls will be necessary but the survey mentioned the importance of saving the graffiti on the walls of the opera house. 

Fund Raising

Remember to stop in at PB Jewelers and get your “Cuba Then…and Now DVD, Palmer House note cards, Block barn banks.  The Fundraising Committee will be meeting in January. Besides a Quilt Show and another Cemetery Tour, there are plans for a “Rock Paper, Scissors” contest and a photo contest.  Anyone interested in helping is asked to call 585-968-2812.  
Village of Cuba Strategic Plan


The Village of Cuba received a grant last fall to hire a consulting firm to work with a committee of local residents to put together a plan to revitalize downtown Cuba and on November 15, 2006, the Board of the Village of Cuba approved the new Strategic Plan.  The first step the village has to do is to appoint a village Economic Development Committee to keep the plan alive and to begin working on recommendations.  The Board of the Town of Cuba is looking for a site for a new building and one of the recommendations of the Strategic Plan is to encourage the Village and Town Boards to combine in a building downtown.


Another suggestion was to try to get the Post Office back on Main Street.


Local residents are asked to contact members of the Village Board and tell them that you support the appointment of an Economic Development Committee and to request that they work with the Board of the Town of Cuba to look into the idea of a combined municipal building in the downtown area.

Following Newsletters will address each of the plan’s proposals and keep everyone up to date on progress.
Architecture in Cuba
Signs of Gothic Revival
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Gingerbread, steep pitched roof
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Pointed doors, windows

The Cuba Friends of Architecture is interested in all architecture in Cuba and this letter’s feature is a beautiful Gothic Revival at 4 Spring St., owned by Ken Horton. This house is featured in “A Field Guide of American Houses” by Virginia & Lee McAllester on page 205.  4 Spring St. is located across from the fellowship hall of the Baptist Church. The Gothic characteristics of the house include ornamental trim or “gingerbread”, a wrap around porch and matching side gabled dormer.  Other identifying traits include the steeply pitched roof and triangular crowns above the second story windows giving the windows a “pointed arch” effect.

The residence was the home of Elmer and Sophia Bond in 1879.  Mr. Bond was in the cheese business and served as president of the First National Bank in Cuba.  Dr. Luther Vincent, a veterinarian, later owned the house and Kenneth and Mary Horton now live there.  The Horton’s purchased the house in 1993 because Mary, “fell in love with it.”  The inside has not had any alterations and Mr. Horton says that they have no plans to make any changes.

Getting Involved


Mary Nesbit writes, “Did anyone ever suggest the story of the “candy shop” little Joe McLaughlin had under the outside staircase-up to Minnie Stevens apt dwelling?”  Mary tells me it was “a very popular stop-off for the kids back then.”  Can anyone tell me more about this?  And Mary would like to hear about Tony Midey’s Shoe Repair.  The SCHRUMN  Club?  Cuba Candy Kitchen?  Lawrence/Merritt Drug and Soda Fountain?  Cuba Ice Cream?  There must be someone out there who can tell their story about visiting these places.

I asked about Arzberger’s. Ada Shaffer tells me that they made the “best salt rising bread”.  That was, “second to grandmother’s.”


I have cleaned up some of the bottles found in the basement of the Palmer House and they were from Wellsville Bottling Co. and Dotterweick Brew Co., Olean, NY.  They are for sale if anyone wants one.


Anita Nunamaker called to reminisce about the dances and basketball games held in the opera house when she was in school.  She remembers fondly, the Junior and Senior Plays.  She was the neighbor of and friend of the daughter of the artist who painted the opera house stage curtain.  She believed his name was James Shutz.  There is rumor that that curtain still exists.  If anyone has any knowledge of it, we’d love to be able to return it to its rightful place.


Ellsworth Swift sent an article from the Smithsonian magazine, written by novelist, Louise Erdrich.  She tells about the joys of growing up in a small community and seeing it die.


She writes, “The lovely old depot fell into the hands of a town developer who tore it down, unappreciative of its singular history.  One of the things about keeping tabs on a small town is seeing the old buildings fall.”  The church where she played the organ, the art Deco movie theater, where she sold popcorn, the small café where she waitressed are all gone.  “The Opera House, built in 1917, where William Jennings Bryan and Theodore Roosevelt spoke, was most recently a True Value hardware store.”   Louise continues, “There is more to loving a place than keeping track of its buildings, of course, but the old buildings represent the soul of a town.  They are what are left of the people who enjoyed life in them.  Whenever I visit home, I can’t help but think how wonderful it would be to see the town decide to save its future by saving its past.”


The soul of the town.  Don’t you feel it? 


Yours truly moved to Cuba in the early sixties and I enjoy the stories of earlier times.  My memories are of Carpenter’s where I bought all my fabric for my sewing projects.  The old counter where the cloth was cut is still there in the Palmer House with the gouge worn from all the times the big scissors slid across at the yard measure.  Peg Carpenter, on hearing we were trying to save the building, wanted to be parked by the cash register when it was done.  


I remember the Market Basket when it was on Main Street.  They had shopping carts with baskets on the top and the bottom that could be removed and just carried if you didn’t need much.

The movie theater was still in operation.  Did you know the stage is still there?  And we shopped Harry’s Junk Shop for innertubes for summer water fun.


I do remember Midey’s Shoe Repair Shop.  And I can just smell the leather.  Mary Manko tells me that her father repaired shoes but he also made shoes for “crippled” people or people who needed special shoes.  Mary will be providing me with more information.  Tune in next Newsletter.


Unless other wise identified, all people mentioned in this feature live or did live in Cuba.


Send letters to Cuba Friends of Architecture, PO Box 274, Cuba.  
The Cuba Friends of Architecture is truly grateful for all support.
Happy New Year!
Cuba Friends of Architecture





Regular meetings – Third     Thursday at the Cuba Village Hall


7:00 PM





Vision: Stop deterioration and prevent destruction of historic properties in the National Historic Districts of Cuba, New York in order to ensure that the districts remain on the National Register of Historic Places.  To promote unified cooperation among businesses and organizations in Cuba.
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