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Cuba Friends of Architecture


About A year ago, several people who were interested in preserving Cuba’s historic district met to look over the buildings in the Main Street district and discuss what could be done to improve the looks of our downtown.  They were resolved to dismiss the Keller Opera House because they could find no way, under the circumstances at that time, to preserve it.  But looking around, they say other possibilities and from that meeting the Cuba Friends of Architecture was born.  The Friends’ main objective was and is to help building owners restore the facades of their stores and to preserve our historic structures.  Then a bombshell.  Arts West Gallery offered to give the Keller Opera House to the CFA.  After meetings with William Dibble, Senator Cathy Young, Bill Heaney from Governor Pataki’s Regional Office, Lynn LeFeber, NY Grant Administrator and other State Historic Office of Preservation dignitary, the deed was done and the deed was signed.  Support from legislators and historic preservation administrators was over-whelming.  With trepidation but determination, the CFA took over the preservation of the Palmer House (Keller Opera House).


What does the CFA want to do with it?  First of all, save the structure.  Eventually it 
will be placed back on the tax rolls.  Until that can happen, the 
Friends plan to restore a section at a time and invite antique or craft dealers and/or a dance school to use portions.  A Senior Center was suggested to 
coincide with activities by the Cuba Hospital and the Historical Society has been invited to share the building.  The committee welcomes suggestions.

The Cuba Friends of Architecture meets at the Cuba Village Hall every third Thursday at 7:00 PM.  They welcome new members.


The “Cuba Then ……..And Now” DVD will be shown at the Cuba Library January 12th at 7:00 PM.  This program will compare Cuba’s early businesses with what they are now.  Everyone is welcome.


Contributions to the CFA may be sent to PO Box 274, Cuba, NY.

Palmer House Update


Work has begun on the roof restoration project.  On Dec. 12th, workers from Kinley Corp. in Allegany set up scaffolding and began to remove brick from the damaged walls.  Flynn Battaglia, Architects from Buffalo, who specialize in historic restoration, gave the OK to begin laying brick with specific instructions on working in cold weather with the required mortar.  The 
CFA Committee was told that Kinley hopes to move the beams up to the site the week between Christmas and New 
Years.  All depends on the arrival of the beams and the weather.  Main Street will have to be closed between South and Orchard streets when the beams are lofted up over the front of the building and set in place.  The original plans called for 

restoring the portion of roof that had collapsed but Kinley Corp. is prepared to restore the entire roof. 

Architecture in Cuba


Most of the buildings in Historic Downtown Cuba date from 1835 to 1950 and are of a Victorian character.  Many have an Italianate style decoration.  The earliest surviving building is the St. James, built ca. 1835 by General Calvin T. Chamberlain.  It was once known as the Lafayette House in honor of the Marquis de Lafayette.  A major stage route went by the hotel where stages made a change of horses and travelers stopped for food and accommodations.  At one time there was a water trough for the horses in front of the building.  Town meetings were held there from 1836 through 1841.

Local Businesses


Have you checked out the new Computer Sales and Service in town?  Tim Pauly who runs the business became interested in computers when he was a young boy and over the years has become a whiz at repairing hardware, restoring data and deleting garbage on computers.  He has been known to make house calls to care for ill computers and is reasonably priced.  He sells computers and computer supplies and can order other supplies and parts you may need.

Remember to support your local businesses.
